West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Thursday 1st September, 2011

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:     Ray Barnard                                                Chairperson

                   Roger Passfield                                           Vice Chair


       Helen Ormond                                             Secretary

                   Gareth Davies                                             Committee Member

                   Mary Timlin                                                    "               "            

                   Kay Ravenhill                                                 "               "  

       Jane Stonely



        "               "        

                   Cllr. Andy Smith                                           Ward Councillor


       Cllr. Oliver Gerrish


     Ward Councillor

                   PC Andy Lawrence                                      Essex Police

       PC Thompson                                              Essex Police

       PCSO                                                           Essex Police

       Graham Farrant                                            CEO, Thurrock Council

       Residents of West Thurrock

       Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

1.  Welcome.

Ray Barnard, Chair, opened the meeting and thanked Gareth Davies for his work as Chair for the last three year and his continuing support.

2.  Apologies.

 Apologies were received from Michelle Reynolds, Jim Retter and Victoria Holloway.

3.  Agree minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising.

Noticeboard: Gareth informed the meeting that the application form and fee had been received by the council and was now in the process of being decided.  The result will be known by the end of October.  Gareth then expressed his thanks to the Community Development Team (not present) at Thurrock Council for all the work and support given to the forum regarding this issue, and especially to Lynn Gittins for the hard work she did in progressing this application.  

Ray outlined the situation to new members of the forum.

Play Days.  Gareth also informed the meeting that the Play Days that were funded by the Forum had been very successful with 100 children plus parents attending the session in East Street Park and 60 children plus parents attending the session at the West Thurrock Memorial Ground.

There was an enthusiastic response from the floor in supporting this scheme for next year.  A suggestion was made that there should be something similar for older children (10+).

.
5. Declaration of Interests.
None.

6. Guest Speaker: PC Andy Lawrence, Essex Police.

PC Andy Lawrence briefly outlined his career background before discussing the topic of Anti -social Behaviour (ASB).  He explained that not all ASB was criminal but covered such things as nuisance behaviour, harassment and environmental.  He explained that since the   'Pilkington' case in 2007, other agencies besides the Police dealt with ASB issues: Housing Officer, Community Protection Team, Environmental Health, Family Intervention Panel, Mental Health Team and Adult and Child Safeguarding Teams.

He outlined the way calls to the Police about ASB issues are handled: a Bronze response to 1st time reports, Silver response to repeat reports of the same or similar incidents and also when a vulnerable person is involved and a Gold response when urgent attention is required.  Sanctions can be applied to help resolve some of the situations that arise, such as Good Neighbour agreements or mediation.  ASBOs can only be served after a conviction.

Members from the floor raised several issues where they felt that they had not received an appropriate reaction.  PC Lawrence agreed to speak to them after the meeting.

Ray thanked PC Lawrence for attending on behalf of the Forum.

7. Graham Farrant, CEO Thurrock Council.

Graham Farrant began by outlining his career background in local government, now as Chief Executive Officer of Thurrock Council.  He gave a brief overview of the development of the borough during the last 75 years, this year being the 75th anniversary of the establishment of Thurrock Council.  He mapped its growth alongside major economic developments  that occurred at approximately 25 year intervals, the latest being the growth of Lakeside, Chafford 100 and future projects such as the Tilbury Docks Expansion, Lakeside development and the container port being developed at the former Shell oil refinery site at Coryton.

He said that as the East of England Development Corporation and Thames Gateway Development Corporation wind down, Thurrock Council will shape the future for the borough with clear, coherent vision so that it is a place where people want to live and work.  Some of the priorities are:

· Education: making sure that buildings are maintained and educational standards improve.  The GCSE results are now above the national average.

· Environmental and Housing: the streets are in good condition, work is in progress to improve housing estates, from the appearance of the area to the condition of the properties.

· Adult social care is improving. 

Several questions or points were raised by members of the Forum: 

- Waste disposal - no longer able to use the nearby Havering tip, and the West Thurrock recycling depot has been closed down. Linford is not close by for residents at this end of Thurrock.  

- What is the future role of Forums now that funding has been withdrawn? 

Graham said that forums are vital for community engagement. Area grouping of forums to reduce and consolidate what they do could be a solution to funding issue and forums could also bid for a share of £100,000 from the Performance Reward Grant.

-Why is West Thurrock often overlooked for improvement or new facilities.

-Council should act on resident’s behalf against private landlords.

Graham agreed to meet members after the meeting to discuss these issues.

Ray encouraged everyone to bring others along to meetings to enable the Forum to be a more powerful group.  He also said that we need to 'leaflet drop' to advertise the Forum and the work it does.  The Police offered to hand flyers to shops.

Gareth thanked Graham Farrant for addressing the meeting on behalf of the Forum.

.8.  NAPs.

PC Thompson reported back on the priority issues identified by members of the Forum:

· Boy Racers: progress is being made.  Speed bumps, dumbbells and closing car park barriers are having a positive effect.  One business was not closing their carpark and this was still a problem area.  The Police offered to draft a petition that could be handed to them to bring pressure to close it.  They will bring it to the next meeting.  There was concern that adverts were appearing in car magazines encouraging boy racers to the area.  There is still some activity at Moto Services.  Camera surveillance is being used to obtain reg numbers.  A member asked if this was considered to be anti-social behaviour.  It is a driving offence and can be dealt with by issuing tickets but this has limited effect.  There is also a dispersal order for the retail park but this is not always a solution.

· Cyclists on pavements: This has not been too much of a problem.  

· Foxton Road:  A member sourced some information about CCTV.  A member commented that very simple measures could be so effective but they were not put in place.  Who could action this?  Funding had been secured to mount a large operation that has resolved some of the issues.

 Issues to be investigated for the next meeting are:

HGVs on London Road

Hillcrest Avenue - alleyway.  Incidents of antisocial behaviour.

Boy Racers - petition.

  9 Funding Requests.

A member said that there were no signs to indicate the new school on London Road or signs to direct people to the cemetery.  A fence was also needed in the park.  These were referred to Thurrock Council.

Kay Ravenhill said that 'Operation Clean Up’ on the Parsonage Road estate was successful but another £30 was needed to cover the costs of hiring equipment.  She asked if the Forum would consider this as a funding request.  Gareth Davies offered to pay the outstanding amount.

It was suggested that the Forum continue making a donation to the running of the Bar n' Bus in West Thurrock (previously it has given £2000), and to fund the 2 Play Days next year: £1400 + vat.  Proposal: 18 voted in favour of these funding requests.

There is a balance of approx £5000 left over from the previous forum.   

10. AOB

A request for more equipment for the West Thurrock Memorial Ground was made.  However two amounts of £50,000 had been spent in the park during the last few years and it was unlikely that any more money would be spent in the near future.

Suggestions for speakers at the next meeting are:

Transport (buses), Leisure and Sports Development, Highways Agency.

9. Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd November, 2011 at St Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30 pm.

Ray thanked the guests and residents for attending this meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 
Number of people at meeting - 24.      
Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair
