West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Thursday 2nd September  2010

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson


       Ray Barnard                                                Vice Chair & Treasurer

                   Helen Ormond                                             Secretary
                   Peter Matthews                                           Committee Member


       Rep from Highways


    Les Burns
                   Rep from Highways


    Neil Anderson
                   Jackie Doyle Price                                      Member of Parliament for 

                                                                           Thurrock

      PC Richard Smears                                    South Ockendon Police

      Residents of West Thurrock

      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

1.  Welcome.

Gareth Davies opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2.  Apologies.

Apologies were received from, Michelle Reynolds, Mr + Mrs Roast
3.  Agree minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising.

NONE
5. Declaration of Interests.

NONE

6.  Guest 1. rep 1 from highways speaking about the continuous roadwork’s on London Road.
There was much concern about the frequency and location of roadwork’s by the utility companies along the London Road.  The speaker explained that much of the work along the section of London Road by The Shant PH was due to reported gas leaks.  The sites of the suspected leaks have to be excavated and left to air so that gas can disperse before any repairs can be made.  When EDF also made emergency repairs in the same area, both utilities were unable to work at the same time as this would be hazardous, therefore, the gas contractors had to stop work for a small duration of time whilst EDF made good their emergency repairs.

Jackie Doyle Price offered to take the issues to Parliament so that pressure could by applied to get the old gas mains along London Rd replaced therefore resolving the longstanding problems of repair and the associated disruption.

The state of the road following excavation and repair was also an area of concern as it was felt that it was not always to standard.  The speaker explained that that often temporary repair’s were passed off as permanent but the road surface had to be reinstated to a minimum standard.

7. Guest 2. rep 2 from highways spoke about the gulley pots in London Road.
The second speaker from Highways spoke to the Forum about the problems of gulley pots along London Road and the problems that are being caused by covers being blocked and overgrown with grass and weeds.  He said that maintenance teams were mostly involved in reactive work in response to complaints.  One area that particularly suffers when it rains is under the railway bridge which is prone to flooding.  The drainage needs to be inspected and cleared.  Outstanding work on gulley pots in the area of East Street and Palmerston Road was due to be started next week.

Gareth thanked both speakers for attending the meeting.  

8.  Jackie Doyle Price, MP for Thurrock.

After a warm welcome from the chair and members of the Forum, Jackie outlined her values and priorities as an MP for Thurrock, and government activities to date.  She said that working towards solving the current financial situation faced by the government and the country was important but there was a commitment to the idea of the Big Society - empowering community groups to do things for themselves and providing the resources for them to act.

She then invited questions from the floor.

· Road congestion in Thurrock - some roads not fit for purpose.

· Regeneration - there had been significant improvements in the borough but the Thames Gateway Development Corporation was still the subject of controversy.

· The 'post code' lottery of prescribing new trial drugs for cancer had led to patients in Thurrock being denied treatment by SW Essex PCT.  It was felt the NICE approved drugs should be available to all.

· Dartford River Crossing - there has been a lot of discussion about building a new crossing but nothing has yet been decided.  

Other suggestions to relieve congestion have been to remove the toll booths, increase the use of the Dart Tag or charge for crossing one way only.

Some asked why there is a toll here when other crossings are free.

There was also concern about selling off the bridge.

· There was concern that cuts in council budgets may affect services for the elderly, those in care or those with disabilities.  It was felt that the government needed to ensure that vulnerable people are not penalised.

Jackie concluded by saying that she held surgeries at the Civic Offices but would prefer to meet people following a phone call to arrange and appointment.  Her number is 0207 219 7171 
Gareth thanked Jackie for speaking to the Forum this evening.

9. NAPs.

The chair was handed over to Ray Barnard, who briefly outlined the reason for NAPs being included in the Forum meeting before asking PC Richard Smears to feedback on the following issues that had been raised at the last NAPs meeting.

Boy racers - PC Richard Smears said that the operation to stop the boy racers using various sites locally has now ended and a smaller version is currently being run.  Traffic calming measures will provide a long term solution to the problem along Oliver Rd and funding of £23 000 has been approved for these to be put into place.  Meanwhile the boy racers have moved to the A 126 (Lancaster's roundabout and West Thurrock Way).  Pressure is being put on the Highways Agency to block off the roundabout to prevent racing.

Cyclists on pavements - are being stopped and spoken to by Police and in some cases, tickets are issued.  They are being advised to use common sense when cycling on the pavements.  There are problems with cyclists who ride at night with no lights and therefore are less visible to pedestrians and motorists.  Bikes that have no lights are technically breaking the law.

 Palmerston Road - the problems with speeding traffic and parking problems in Palmerston Road are council matters which were being followed up by Councillor Andy Smith.

A gentleman from the floor raised a concern about the abuse of the bus lane by other vehicles near Askew Farm Road. He stressed that a serious accident could occur and that he had been involved in a 'near miss' himself.  This is a police issue short term.

There were no new priorities.  Ray handed the chair back to Gareth.

9. Funding Requests.

There was a funding request received from the Bar’n'Bus (a youth outreach charity) to go towards next year's running costs.  To have the bus in West Thurrock costs approx £4 500 per year.  A request for £2 500 was made.  A proposal to grant the funding request was made by Jim Retter and seconded by Ron Bayford. A vote was taken and this request was unanimously agreed.  

Gareth pointed out that the funding for this year had been reduced to £4224 from £6100.  People were asked to think of funding ideas for the next meeting as all funding requests had to be in by end of October.  After deducting £405.00 for administration costs, there is £3819.00 left for allocation.  If it is not used within the year it has to be returned to the council. Approx  £5000 from the previous forum has still to be spent.  This does not have to be returned.

10. AOB

Gareth requested reimbursement for expenses incurred for printing the minutes for each meeting - paper and ink.  He would like £50 to cover costs.
A vote was taken and this request was unanimously agreed.  
Gareth informed the Forum that he is now chair of the Thurrock IAG.  Their last meeting was on the 18th August and the next is their AGM on the 13th October.

Leaflets were available that explained different types of anti social behaviour.   Members of the Forum were encouraged to take them, along with the 'Nudge your Neighbour' leaflets that included a slip inviting them to the next meeting of the Forum.

A speaker from St Luke's Hospice and the director at Thurrock council responsible for communities Lorna Payne will be invited to speak at the next meeting.  A donation towards the work that St Luke's hospice does in our area was suggested, which will be discussed and voted on at the next meeting.

Gareth thanked the speakers in their absence and everyone for attending the meeting.

11. Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 4th November 2010 here at

St Clements Church Hall at 7.30 pm.

The meeting closed at 9.30.

Number of people at meeting - 13
Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair
