WEST THURROCK AND SOUTH STIFFORD PEOPLES COMMUNTY FORUM
Minutes of the Meeting held on
Thursday 3rd November 2011
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock
Present:                         Ray Barnard                                                              Chairperson

                                      James Retter                                                              Treasurer

                                      Cllr. Andy Smith                                                       Ward Councillor

                                      Cllr. Oliver Gerrish                                                    Ward Councillor

                                      PCSO                                                                          Essex Police

                                      PCSO                                                                          Essex Police

 

                          Tracey Ashwell                                                          Education Transport

                          Paul Dixson                                     Customer Service Manager Ensign Buses

                                      Residents of West Thurrock

                                      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7:30
1/ Welcome.
Ray Barnard, Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2/ Apologies:
Apologies were received from Helen Ormond, Michelle Reynolds, and Jane Stonley

3/ Agree  Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting

4/ Matters Arising
West Thurrock Park regarding the equipment

Motor Bikes.

Signs now erected at the Cemetery

Chair to report back regarding the ownership of the land

5/ Declaration of interest
None

6/  Guest Speaker:Thurrock Council Transport Services
Tracey Ashwell, Team Leader Education Transport and Paul Dixon, Customer Services Manager for Ensign Buses.

Tracey Ashwell informed the meeting that the routes of the buses were controlled by the bus companies with most of them providing publicity to the public regarding the routes served and the times when buses would be at certain bus stops.

The Council were constantly in discussion with the bus companies to add services but some could not be provided due to potential lack of use by the public.

Paul Dixon informed the meeting that Ensign were constantly updating their services and up-grading their buses, a procedure which had started over 6 years ago.

A major problem for the buses to keep to the timetable was the regular road works in the London Road.

Question  The Sunday service,  late night service and the availability of buses at the closing time  of Lakeside.

In reply Paul Dixon informed the audience that Sunday services posed a problem as routes must be commercially viable.

Replying to the question from the meeting Paul Dixon would look into the viability of a late night service from Lakeside.

7/ Guest Speaker 2, Impulse leisure
Lee Barry 
Impulse Leisure operates the leisure centres in the borough on behalf of the Thurrock Bough Council.

The Leisure centres controlled by them are:

Blackshots Leisure Centre.

Belhus Leisure Centre.

Corringham Leisure Centre

And the Civic Hall at Blackshots where Shows and Events are held
They arrange many other services for Thurrock, dealing with residents of all ages and including Young offenders

Future investment in facilities includes :

Blackshots Leisure Centre refurbishments
Corringham Leisure Centre refurbishment of the fitness suite with extra equipment to improve fitness training.

Questions from the members present included :

Availability of services for the younger children and teenagers, also the limited time allowed for activities.

Could the speakers look into increasing facilities and extra time.

Though the Chair Mr Barry agreed to report back to the Forum next year.

 8/ NAPS
In the absence of P.C. Adam Thompson 2 PCSO’s. attended, apologies for the his absence and answered questions from the members present.

Cyclists riding on the pavements were causing a problem and The Chairman noted that many cyclists in the early hours of the mornings were riding without or high viability jackets or lights which were putting themselves and other road users and pedestrians at risk.

The Officers would pass on the concerns of the meeting and recommend patrols be implemented.

Regarding Firework night, patrols would be out to prevent irresponsible use of fireworks.

The meeting heard of young person’s causing problems for residents including threats and unacceptable actions.

The Officers requested that the Police be notified of these incidents to help them deal with the perpetrators.

9/FUNDING REQUESTS.
There were no requests for funding.

10/ ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr. Oliver Gerrish informed the meeting of the removal of the weight limit on Devonshire Road and the restrictions that would come into force for H.G.V. use of London Road.

The meeting raised the question of lorry parking facilities in Thurrock.

The Chair read a letter from the Thurrock Bourgh Council regarding the gritting of the roads and snow clearing.

A question was raised regarding Public liability insurance.

The Councillors agreed to look into the situation.

11/ DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
The Chairman informed the meeting that the next meeting would be on Thursday 5th January 2012

Same time and place.

The Chairman informed the meeting that he would be standing down at the A.G.M.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 21:15 hrs 

