West Thurrock and South Stifford

Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 5th February 2009 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:


Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.





Ray Barnard


Vice Chairperson.

Diane Marshall 

Treasurer.

David Jones


Secretary.

Betty Robertson-Glasgow
Committee Member.





Carol Wilkins


Committee Member.





Debbie Eveleigh

Committee Member.





Peter Matthews

Committee Member.





Helen Ormond


Committee Member.

Sue Bloss 


Be Smart Education Officer.

Tim Harold 


Bar ‘n Bus.

Stu Christian 


Bar ‘n Bus.

Clr. Andy Smith

Ward Councillor.
Residents 


of West Thurrock.





Residents 


of South Stifford.

Meeting commenced at 7.34pm.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies welcomed everyone present to the first meeting of 2009 and wished everyone present a belated Happy and Healthy New Year. 
2.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from Kevin Goodrum, Wendy Mayo, Sue Helps, Clr. Julianne Burkey and Clr. Oliver Gerrish.
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.


The minutes from the previous meeting were passed as a true record of the meeting.
4.
Maters Arising.
1) 
George Clark raised a point concerning the play area in South View Road saying the signage states the area should be used for 4 year old’s only. Will the age group alter under the Playbuilder Scheme? Also there has been problems with older ‘youths’ using airguns in the play area.

Gareth Davies replied the age group for the Playbuilder scheme was 8 to 13 year old’s and went on to explain the reasons behind the choice. He continued saying the grant application forms have been submitted but at this stage it is not known whether the funding would be available in phase two or phase three of the scheme.

With reference to the problem of youths using airguns in the play area Clr. Smith was asked to raise this issue with the appropriate department at Thurrock Council.
2) 
A question was asked why the Anchorfield site was not suitable for the funding application.


Gareth Davies said the land is only leased by Thurrock Council and it was unclear how long the lease would last for.
5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. No declarations were expressed.
6. 
Guest – Sue Bloss.
Sue Bloss began by explaining the set up of Be Smart and its goals; to educate on environmental crime; fly tipping, fly posting, graffiti, abandoned vehicles and dog fouling to name a few. The message is already being spread in schools and through leaflet campaigns. Community Protection Officers are being employed to ‘police’ the borough and have the powers to issue fixed penalty fines of £75.00 to offenders. Dog fouling for example; if the owner does not clear up the offending ‘package’ then he or she will be issued with a £75.00 fixed penalty fine. To date there has been an issue of free ‘dog bags’, this will finish in May.
To try and solve the problem of graffiti, the action of “clean, remove and educate” has been employed, with visits to schools high on the agenda to explain the problems graffiti causes and the steps taken to combat it.

Fly tipping, fly posting and abandoned vehicles are a constant cause of complaint from the residents of Thurrock and rightly so. To be able to react quicker to these problems Be Smart need the help of the residents of Thurrock. Please report any problems as soon as possible by telephoning the free phone number: 0800 581281 or using the Be Smart website. Your help is very important.

At this point Sue Bloss asked if there were any questions.

Ray Barnard said concerning the removal of graffiti from the walls of the St. Clements centre he was unsure whether it was a free service or had to be paid for.

Sue Bloss responded saying all graffiti removal has to be paid for; it depends on who owns or is responsible for the property. For example, if graffiti was removed from a Council owned property then the department responsible for that property would be charged for the service. 

Peter Matthews said he has experienced problems with the collection of garden waste. The first instance it took five weeks for the collection to be made and only two out of three bags were taken. It then took a further six weeks before the bags were taken again. We are paying for a service we do not get.

A gentleman resident asked for an explanation of the charges for removing graffiti from private households.

Sue Bloss said private properties will be charged for the service. The householder is charged for the first removal and if they are targeted again this will be removed for free. There is uncertainty over the ‘one free clean’ which is still awaiting cabinet discussion.

Diane Marshall asked about anti graffiti coating.

Sue Bloss replied this service is chargeable.  

Gareth Davies said there is an increasing problem with pavements and boundary walls becoming over grown and partially blocked with debris and silt; this is narrowing the pavements, they should be kept clear. This is a Health and Safety issue. The Council should bring back the road sweepers.

Sue Bloss agreed all pavements should be accessible and everyone; the Council and residents, should try and ensure shrubs etc are not allowed to become over grown. With reference to the road sweepers, we will have to ‘hold fire’ until March after the reassessment of services has taken place.

With no further questions Gareth Davies thanked Sue Bloss for her excellent presentation and proceeded to the next item on the agenda.                       
7. 
Presentation of Cheques.
The final step in the funding applications submitted to the Forum has now been reached with the presentation of three cheques to the successful applicants. Unfortunately Mr. & Mrs. Daly was not available and Lorraine Gray, from Tot Stop, has a previous engagement which she was unable to change; she will collect her cheque at the next Forum meeting. Therefore this evening, only one cheque will be presented; that being to the Bar ‘n Bus representatives Tim Harold and Stu Christian. 
Whilst arrangements were being made to take photographs of the presentation Gareth Davies proceeded to update those present with the tasks he had undertaken to date on behalf of the Forum:

The funding application has been completed and submitted for the Playbuilder scheme.   
Attended two Cleaning and Greening meetings, bringing the concerns of the residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford into the discussions.

Attended the Thurrock Association of Forums (T.A.F.) meeting; one of the outcomes from this meeting is the possibility of the funding being reduced. Further information will be available after the next meeting.

Contacted Thurrock Council concerning the bench for the memorial garden. During discussions the Council expressed apprehension over the benches selected by the Forum, these had wooden slats and posed the problem of responsibility should they be damaged by arson and vandalism. The benches supplied by Thurrock Council are all steel construction, set in concrete with a ‘pad’ around its perimeter at a cost of £1,200.00 per bench, fitted. Should the bench be damaged or vandalised then the Council will replace it free of charge.

The suggestion was put to the meeting to consider purchasing the bench through Thurrock Council.

A question was asked; “Has the Forum considered using benches made from re-cycled materials”.

Gareth Davies said although an interesting suggestion, we would still have the same problems as the wooden slatted benches should they be subjected to vandalism etc.
A question was asked, “Would it not be a good idea to lay a footpath to the bench to allow better access for disabled residents”.

Gareth Davies said it was an excellent idea and would be investigated.

 A request has been received from Rookery Court asking the Forum for help to purchase and erect an ‘A’ board to help relieve the parking problems they are experiencing with parents taking their children to school. After a short discussion is was agreed to deny the request because the sign would only be used for a short while as the school will be relocated.

The next item Gareth Davies pursued with Thurrock Council was that concerning new rubbish bins for the area. The Council are having problems with the supply of the bins. After a short discussion it was agreed, by all, to wait until next year’s budget to purchase the bins. The current cost is £495.00 plus fitting per bin.

The next point raised was that of the funding allocation from the previous budget for benches. All monies must be finalised by 28th February 2009 or be returned to the Council’s ‘pot’. With this in mind the following suggestion was put to the meeting. The allocation for benches was for two units; as the Forum is proceeding with only one bench as this time, an application for the second bench can be submitted within next years funding and the balance left from this years funding could be re-allocated to the Playbuilder scheme. 

The following proposal was put to the meeting:

To purchase one bench for approximately £1,200.00 and to re-allocate the remainder; approximately £1,500.00 to the Playbuilder scheme.           
The proposal was unanimously agreed by the meeting.

At this point in the proceeding Gareth Davies handed over to Diane Marshall for a Treasurer’s Report.

The day to day running of the accounts and funding is proceeding on course. To date last year’s funding grant of £8,100.00 has been spent as follows:

Two Play Days in the park - 

   £1,450.00
Funding for the Bar n’ Bus - 

   £2,450.00

Funding for the Ryan Daly memorial - £  200.00

Funding for Tot Stop - 
               £  250.00

Forum administration - 

   £  405.00

The monies from the ‘old’ Forum have now been retrieved and are with Thurrock Council. It is taking some time to unravel the monies already allocated to projects. Once this has been completed any balance left will come to the ‘new’ Forum. 
Gareth Davies thanked Diane Marshall and proceeded to the next item.

At this point in the proceeding the funding cheque was presented to Tim Harold and Stu Christian from the Bar ‘n Bus with photographs taken of the occasion. 

Both gentlemen thanked the Forum for their wholehearted support of the Bar ‘n Bus projected which has made a significant difference to the young people of Thurrock.
Gareth Davies asked Clr. Smith for an update on the problems concerning 310 / 312 London Road.  
Clr. Smith said the area has now been cleaned up.
Gareth Davies continued saying the Forum has lost one of its committee members; Mike Dench. His contract with T.T.G.D.C. has expired and will not be renewed. This is a great loss to the Forum, Mike has worked hard helping on various projects. A BIG Thank You was given to Mike Dench for his help and friendship to the Forum and residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford.

Continuing Gareth Davies said there is now a spare ‘seat’ on the committee and I would like to propose Rev. Michelle Reynolds to fill that position.

The following proposal was put to the meeting:

Reverend Michelle Reynolds is adopted onto the committee of the West Thurrock and South Stifford People’s Community Forum.

The proposal was unanimously agreed by the meeting.

Gareth Davies said Luke Love had promised to have trees planted in the garden area near the proposed bench site; this has not been done.

Sue Bloss said she would speak to Luke Love and report back.
8. 
Any Other Business.
Helen Ormond said she had a question for Clr. Smith concerning the relocation of the bus stops in West Thurrock. There has been no consultation with residents and people are concerned.

Clr. Smith asked where the residents would like to see the bus stops located.

Helen Ormond explained the situation and suggested sites for relocation.

Clr. Smith said he would take the residents concerns to the Council and report back.

Peter Matthews said he had a list of servicemen killed during WWII totalling nineteen names. There was talk of opening a book of remembrance for those servicemen, from Thurrock, who were killed during WWI and WWII.

Gareth Davies asked Peter Matthews to bring the list of names to the next meeting.

Debbie Eveleigh said the residents of Moore Avenue are still experiencing problems with vans etc. being parked dangerously near the junction with London Road. These people have not thought for the safety of the residents.

Clr. Smith will take the problem to Thurrock Council and report back.  
John Croft-Elliott updated the meeting on the latest intrusion into the green spaces in West Thurrock and South Stifford. There has been an outline planning application submitted for the Anchorfield to have trees felled and the area concreted to take fifty vehicles. A copy of the application was handed to Gareth Davies and a request made for the Forum to write a letter of objection to the application. Everyone present was asked to send letters of objection to the proposal and exert pressure on the Council to reject this encroachment on our green spaces which are being eradicated at an alarming rate.  
 

Gareth Davies reminded those present the consultation period for the ‘Lakeside Basin Proposal’ ends on 9th February 2009. Please go online, if you can, to www.eara.gov.uk for further information.

On the subject of speaker for the next meeting Gareth Davies proposed to invite Sharon Pritchard, Waste and Recycling and Gordon Gambier chairman of the ‘new’ Links Group. 
Gareth Davies firstly thanked the speaker; Sue Bloss for attending the meeting, then Councillor Smith and finally the residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford.

The next meeting will held on Thursday 5th March 2009 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m 

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 9.00 p.m.

Number of persons attending the meeting – 29.

Approved as a true and correct record
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