West Thurrock and South Stifford Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 7th May 2009 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:


Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.





David Jones


Secretary.





Peter Matthews

Committee Member.





Carol Wilkins


Committee Member.




Betty Robertson-Glasgow
Committee Member.









Ed Vokes


Transport Manager T.D.C.




John Worley


Transport Planner from Mouchel

Mary Timlin


Thurrock Independent Advisory Group.
Peter Manning 

P.C.S.O. Essex Police.

Ann Monksfield

P.C.S.O. Essex Police





P.C.S.O. Essex Police

Clr. Oliver Gerrish 

Ward Councillor.





Clr. Andy Smith

Ward Councillor.
Residents 


of West Thurrock.





Residents 


of South Stifford.

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies welcomed everyone present to the meeting then proceeded to the second item on the agenda.
2.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from Ray Barnard, Helen Ormond, Diane Marshall, Rev. Michelle Reynolds, Debbie Eveleigh,  Andrew and Jacky Roast, Brian and Val Ward, Kevin Goodrum, Clr. Burkey and Sue Helps. 
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.

Betty Robertson-Glasgow was left off the attendance list in the previous minutes; this point will be corrected on the original file.

The minutes from the previous meeting were passed as a true record of the meeting.
4.
Maters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. 
No declarations were expressed.
6. 
Guest Speakers – Ed Vokes, Transport Manager T.D.C. and John Worley, Mouchel .
Ed Vokes thanked Gareth Davies for his introduction and continued with a brief outline of the highways investigations to date covering the ‘halted’ West Thurrock Relief Road, which could be in jeopardy because of the long term residential plans for the area; the ‘experimental’ weight restriction on Devonshire Road which is allegedly a ‘short term’ trial. The detailed investigation which is on going into road use in the area. Thurrock Council will also be visiting the Forums at Chafford Hundred and Thameside to explain the plans to the residents in those areas. A public consultation will also take place with literature being put through the door of every home in the affected areas for consideration.

At this point Ed Vokes introduced John Worley from Mouchel, the company commissioned to conduct the traffic study.

John Worley gave a brief introduction and then proceeded with a PowerPoint presentation of the results from the study.      
Mouchel were commissioned in 2008 to study the impact of potential land use changes in the area from West Thurrock Way to South Stifford, including traffic surveys and historical comparisons with the results. The traffic surveys were carried out in January and February 2009 and also compared the accident history over the past four years. Some of the major findings are as follows:
The London road operates ‘like a major trunk road’; for example the A13!!
Over the survey period 15,800 two way traffic movements were recorded!!
The London Road has a very high accident rate – 49 injury accidents in four years – that is over double the national average!!

The number of H.G.V.’s using the London Road is three times the national average!!

There is a very poor bus service in the evenings!!
One of the major ‘land changes’ in South Stifford is a proposed 5,800 dwellings!!

The most saddening revelation is there will be “no change in the short term” to the traffic problems on the London Road.

 A question and answer session followed:
Peter Matthews said in 1962 it was announced a relief road was to be built. Are you now telling us the relief road is not needed?

Ed Vokes replied the relief road is still a possibility; this is dependent on the outcome of the solutions put forward for consideration.
Clr. Gerrish said he would like to thank Ed Vokes and John Worley for their presentation and ask how they proposed to take the message from the Forum back to discuss if they did not have a preferred option.

Ed Vokes replied we need to identify the preferred option to take back for discussion that is why the consultation documents are so important; these will be going out to all residents shortly.

Peter Matthews highlighted the dangers posed by the H.G.V.’s queuing in the London Road awaiting entry into the Magnet Site to load containers etc. The traffic; H.G.V.’s, tankers, buses etc have to try and pass these vehicles against the on coming traffic endangering life and limb.

A Gentleman Resident said he endorsed the point raised by Clr. Gerrish; the relief road has been under discussion since the 1960’s; it will never happen.

Ed Vokes replied saying there could be a link road to relieve the H.G.V. problem.

The Gentleman Resident replied we will never loose the tankers until the fuel site has been moved.
Ed Vokes said I agree. The refinery will still be there in the short term.

Linda Ritter asked what is going to be done about the cyclists who continuously use the pavement; they are a danger to pedestrians. The problem is getting worse by the day.

Clr. Smith firstly apologised for being late and then said the Councillors have been chasing very hard for the completion of phase 2 of the relief road and to take lorry parking and facilities away from the residential road.

Gareth Davies asked if it has been considered what would happen with the tankers and other H.G.V.’s thundering past the new developments; the properties would not be sold. The only answer is to get the H.G.V.’s off London Road.
Gareth Davies said Peter Matthews had informed the last meeting of the S.E.R.T. system that would mean dedicated bus lanes along the London Road. How will this effect the already over burdened London Road.
Ed Vokes explained the development of the S.E.R.T. system (South Essex Rapid Transit system) covering the consultation which identified London Road as a key route. There will not be bus lanes on both sides of the road but it is thought the system can be run along the London Road.

Gareth Davies asked if any consideration had been given to the implementation of east facing slip roads on the A13 around the Lakeside junction which would help greatly in reducing the domestic traffic that uses the London Road. 
Ed Vokes said it may help in the longer term. The government is looking at options to relieve junction 30 on the M25 and the option of east facing slip roads on the A13.

Peter Matthews said continuing with the S.E.R.T. question I will read the information that is being quoted in the pamphlet issued at the last B.U.G. meeting: “S.E.R.T. is run on dedicated roads providing a fast service. The S.E.R.T. service runs along dedicated lanes on the road which other traffic will not be able to use.” If that is the case where will the other road traffic go?

Gareth Davies referred to the Mouchel presentation which mentioned 5,800 dwellings as part of the ‘land changes’. In the original submissions it was only 2,000 dwellings; you are proposing to triple the original plans – it is not on!! Take that back and tell the planners!! 
Gareth Davies thanked Ed Vokes and John Worley asking those present to show their appreciation with a round of applause.
   
7. 
Tess Wisbey / Police Report.
Unfortunately Tess Wisbey was unable to attend the meeting due to a family bereavement. 

Gareth Davies introduced P.C.S.O. Manning to update the meeting on previous reports and the crime figures for April.

Concerning the theft of lead from premises in Purfleet, the Police visited residents explaining the problem and handing out leaflets; from this arrests were made and a car ‘full of lead’ was recovered. To date the problem has not reoccurred.

The crime figures for West Thurrock and South Stifford for April 2009:

3 
A.B.H. - 1 female and 2 males.

1 
Burglary – House.

4  
Burglaries – Sheds.
1 
Common Assault.

4 
Criminal Damage.

1 
Harassment.

1
Public Order – Drink / Driving.

1 
Public Order – Loud abusive behaviour.

3 
Thefts.

13
Thefts from motor vehicles – Not including Lakeside.

3
Stolen vehicles – 1 commercial vehicle with the keys left in the ignition.

1 
Stolen peddle cycle.

1
Vehicle interference.

Reg Clark asked what was being done about the motorbikes and cars speeding and ‘cruising’ around our roads. This practice endangers everyone on the roads and keeps residents awake with the loud noise. It begins around 10.30pm and continues until 4.30am. Why are these people aloud to get away with breaking the traffic acts?

P.C.S.O. Manning said the Police are out there at night patrolling from Oliver Road to Lakeside ‘moving on’ the perpetrators and trying to catch anyone breaking the speeding laws.
Gareth Davies thanked P.C.S.O. Manning and P.C.S.O. Monksfield for attending the meeting and giving their valued input. 
8. 
Any Other Business
Gareth Davies continued, bringing the meeting up to date with details of applications made by the Forum and general information:

The Forum’s application for funding from the Playbuilder Scheme has been granted and will be allocated during phase three of the scheme, possibly in July 2010.

New play equipment has been set up in West Thurrock Memorial Park.

The new bench for the garden has arrived.

The Anchorfield planning application was rejected. If Harris/Daf make a further application they will note be able to include the ‘green space’.

There will be an I.A.G. meeting on the 27th May, everyone is invited.

There will be no meeting on the 4th June as the venue is being used for the elections.

The next meeting will be the A.G.M. to be held on 2nd July. If anyone would like to stand for the committee please contact the secretary with your details. The A.G.M. will be advertised in the Thurrock Gazette and on the Forum’s website.

Clr. Smith said with reference to the late night ‘cruisers’, there is an act of law called the dispersal law which empowers the Police to move these people on.

Reg Clark said Essex Police have had five cars and a helicopter tracking these people. A lot of them are ‘locals’ as well as outsiders.

P.C.S.O. Manning said there have been seven arrests made in Kent and London in operations to try and stop these meetings.

Peter Matthews told the meeting he has now completed his research into the names of the local casualties in the Second World War; a total of twenty names have been found. The next project is to find the names for the First World War; some of these are held at Proctor and Gambles.

P.C.S.O. Manning said he would get the names from Proctor and Gamble to help with the project.

Gareth Davies suggested inviting Tess Wisbey to the A.G.M. meeting to talk on hate crime and also Sharon Pritchard to continue the discussions on waste and recycling in the Borough. It was also suggested to invite the Safer Thurrock Partnership to the August meeting.

P.C.S.O. Manning informed the meeting P.C.S.O. Ann Monksfield would be leaving the area and transferring to South Ockendon and P.C.S.O. Mark Lawrence would be replacing her.
Everyone present thanked P.C.S.O. Monksfield for her time spent in the area and wished her luck in her new posting.      
Gareth Davies firstly thanked the speakers; Ed Vokes, John Worley and P.C.S.O. Manning for attending the meeting, then Councillor Gerrish and Councillor Smith then finally the residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford.

The next meeting will be the A.G.M. to be held on Thursday 2nd July 2009 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m 

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 9.05 p.m.

Number of persons attending the meeting – 20.

Approved as a true and correct record
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