West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 20th May 2010

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson


       Ray Barnard                                                 Vice Chair

                   Helen Ormond                                             Committee Member

                   Peter Matthews                                           Committee Member

                   Betty Robertson-Glasgow                           Committee Member

                  Terry Piccolo                                                 Pathfinder Scheme

                  Andrea Winterflood                                       Playbuilder Scheme

                  Didn’t get name of other lady

      Cllr. Andy Smith                                           Ward Councillor

      Cllr. Oliver Gerrish                                       Ward Councillor

      PC Richard Smears                                    South Ockendon Police

      Residents of West Thurrock

      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

1. Welcome.

2. Apologies were received from Michelle Reynolds, Andrew MacKinlay and Debbie Eveleigh.

Before the meeting commenced, Gareth Davies congratulated Andy Smith on his re-election to Thurrock Council.  Andy Smith is now the cabinet member responsible for Regeneration, Housing and Planning and Oliver Gerrish is now the cabinet member for Central Services.

3. Minutes of meeting 4.3.10. were received and signed as a true copy.

4. Matters Arising.

Non-resident parking in Moore Avenue.  Cllr Smith had investigated and responded that the road is too narrow to put in traffic calming measures.

In response to Ray's question about the possibility of yellow lines being put in place if people parked in front gardens, Andy Smith said that this would be too cost prohibitive.

There were no other matters arising.

5. Declarations of Interest.

There were no declarations of interest.

6. Guest Speaker: Terry Piccolo - Pathfinder Scheme.

Terry introduced the project.  It is a government funded scheme to increase peoples' activity within their community to avoid community erosion.  For example, a panel of 10 councillors has been formed to advise anyone who may feel that being a local councillor is for them, and 30 school governors are running a similar project for anyone considering becoming a school governor.  People are also encouraged to join local forums and other community projects. 

The 'Get On to Get On' bus is a mobile unit that provides training on-line at any location in Thurrock. A group of 6 or more interested people can access this resource.

The ACE leaflet available at the meeting gave details of several training courses to help people who wanted to become involved in their community.

People say they do not get involved because they are not asked.  Thurrock Council want to include people in consultations by email.  This will give those interested an opportunity to express their opinions and influence the outcomes of consultations.  They will send out a 3-monthly e-bulletin to inform and enable responses to be made.  There was an opportunity to sign up to this service after the meeting.

Matthew Dinley asked how people outside established community groups could be accessed.  Terry replied that 'information events' attended by local council officers such as the Benefits Officers and Passenger Unit officers  were good ways to reach people.  The areas where the events were due to take place were leafleted to inform and encourage people to attend.  The event at South Ockendon had been very successful.  Community forums are also a good way to reach people.

Terry is based at The Beehive in West Street, Grays, and can be accessed most of the time.

7.  Guest Speakers: Andrea Winterflood and - Playbuilder Scheme.

Andrea started by updating on the progress of the Forum's application.

The sites and equipment at Palmerston Gardens and South View have been assessed for condition and need.  Palmerston is a well tended area with a wooden climbing frame that needs to be removed.  South View is run down but it is a good community space.  

Children at West Thurrock and South Stifford Primary Schools were being asked to identify areas where they play and how they accessed them.  

Peter Matthews commented that swings and climbing frames had been replaced with equipment that wasn't inspiring some years ago and was assured that children were being asked what sort of equipment they wanted as the Playbuilder Scheme needs to be sure that children will use the refurbished areas.  Chafford 100 Forum have also expressed and interest in funding the Palmerston Gardens project as it is used by those accessing Chafford 100 Campus from this area.  The intention is to create safe play areas for children that can also be used by everyone.

The plans will be available to see at the open meeting after the AGM on 1st July.  It is hoped that the work on the sites will be completed in time for the summer holidays.

Matthew Dinley referred to a London project and asked would there be anything similar here in future.  Andrea said that they would love to have an adventure playground but there was no funding for it. 

8.   Guest Speaker: Andrew Mackinlay.  Apologies were sent but he will be attending the open meeting after the AGM on 1st July.

9. Ray Barnard- NAPS (Neighbourhood Action Panels)

This will be a regular item at Forum meetings that will enable people to bring local issues and problems to the police and council to get them resolved.  People were asked to identify 3 issues that needed to be dealt with, and for the outcomes to be reported back to the forum at future meetings.

Previous concerns were:

-Boy racers: concerns were expressed that Police were not always able to control the problem.

- London Road: quantity and speed of vehicles travelling along London Road were a concern.  There is only 1 speed camera by the railway bridge.

- Bikers on back fields and allotments: noise nuisance.

Issues brought to this meeting were:

1.  Parking on both sides of the first bend in Palmerston Road: a potential accident black spot.  Residents suggested doing away with the parking areas to make it safer, putting in a roundabout on London Rd for easier access and egress, put in a mirror or double yellow lines.

The roundabout is not an option due to lack of council funds.  Mirrors cannot be used as the Highways Agency does not put mirrors up.

2. Boy racers on Oliver Road: Police are looking for matched funding from Highways Agency to put in speed cushions but as yet no funding approved

Peter Matthews suggested rumble strips as a solution.

Gareth said that Highways Agency was thinking of closing off 1st roundabout above the A13 to stop cars using road.  The diversion would be too time consuming to be viable for boy racers.

Matthew Dinley was concerned that the problem would move elsewhere if measures taken to stop it here.  He feels that providing a controlled environment would be a better solution and better use of taxpayer’s money.

Andy Smith commented on the exercise to stop boy racers on Saturday evenings as being successful which had also reduced the problems on Sundays.   A notice to ban them had been put up warning them of the consequences.  Also the police carried out the first in a series of preventative measures to take defective vehicles off the road.   They seized 6 for antisocial driving and defective vehicles.  They plan a random distribution of these measures during the next 3 months to deter boy racers.

3. Gareth Davies expressed concerns about the alleyway at the top of Hillcrest Avenues being subjected to arson attacks.  Cllr Smith is dealing with this issue, he is trying to get the alleyway closed off at each end.

Other issues raised were the relief road, but Ray said that this is not a NAPS issue.  The council are looking at plans and want a full removal of HGVs from London Road in time. Cllrs Smith and Gerrish to get updated information by next meeting.

Linda Retter was concerned about cyclists who ride on pavements.  She said that they are a hazard to pedestrians.  Some of the bikes are not fit for use.  

Alan Watkinson pointed out that bikes are not safe on the roads and why were there no cycle routes as in Chafford?

Ray concluded this meeting by asking the Police to take away the issues of the boy racers and cyclists on pavements and the councillors to follow up the issues with accessing and exiting from Moore Avenue and Palmerston Road.

10. Funding Requests.

Ray brought a request from the Guides for funding to help towards transport costs for trips for the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides to various events during the Centenary Year.  It was suggested that Karen work out what the total costs of coaching would be and to bring this to the next meeting in July as a basis for a funding request.

The total budget allocation this year is £6100.  After the costs of advertising and stationery are taken off the remainder is available for funding issues.  Ngage is not able to fully fund the forums Websites expense this year, the cost to each forum is £52.32p.  It has been requested by the Communities department of the council that half of the forums yearly budget needs to be spent by October and the remainder allocated or spent by December.  Unallocated funds will be lost if not spent by February 2011.

Ray suggested that the Forum funds the summer play schemes as in previous years.  This to be raised at July meeting.  Both days last year were very well attended and thought to be good value for money.

Matthew Dinley suggested sharing the purchase and upkeep of a minibus for use with other community groups.  There are potential problems with doing this.

11.  AOB

It was suggested that a speaker from St Luke's Hospice attend a meeting in the future, (possibly September.) 
The speakers for the July open meeting, which will take place immediately after the AGM are Sharon Pritchard on the three bin system, Andrea Winterflood is bringing the plans for the new Playbuilder developments and Andrew Mackinlay.

An item at the AGM will be whether to continue with bi-monthly meetings or to have them monthly.

Gareth asked, if anyone would like to join the committee or apply for a committee position could they please send that request to him by email or speak to him after the meeting.

13. Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be the AGM on 1st July 2010 at St Clement's Church Centre starting at 7.30 pm; this will be followed by an open meeting.

Gareth thanked all the speakers and also all the members of the Forum for attending.

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm.     .

30 people attended.

Approved as a true and correct record.
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