West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Thursday 12th May, 2011

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson

                   Ray Barnard                                                Vice Chair 


       Helen Ormond                                              Secretary

                   PC Thompson                                              Essex Police

                   Les Burns                                                     Highways Dept, Thurrock Council

                   Neil Anderson                                               Highways Dept, Thurrock Council 

       Mat Kiely                                                       Strategic Highways

                  Cheryl Williams                                             Essex Credit Union

                  Richard Hatter                                              Thurrock Council        

      Residents of West Thurrock

      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

1.  Welcome.

Gareth Davies opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2.  Apologies.

 Michelle Reynolds, Debbie Eveleigh and Victoria Holloway.

3.  Agree minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising.

Noticeboard: Gareth informed the Forum that progress in getting permission to put up the new board was moving much faster since Natalie Warren took this up with the council.

Drains by London Road Railway Bridge: the Highways dept reported that some progress had been made in sorting out the problems with the drain but there was still an unresolved problem with the outflow. 

Relief road: will be covered in item by Richard Hatter of Thames Gateway Development Corporation.

Dangerous structures: Willens Dance Centre has now been demolished but the China Palace site has yet to be cleared.

5. Declaration of Interests.

None.

6.  Guest 1. Cheryl Williams: Essex Savers.

Cheryl briefly outlined the idea behind credit unions and their purpose in the community.  Essex Savers is gradually opening branches in different locations in Thurrock but their times of business are limited as they are staffed by volunteers.  There was concern about financial security following the collapse of the Southend CU but Cheryl assured the Forum that all savings were guaranteed safe by insurances.

Cheryl encouraged Forum members to consider saving with Essex savers or volunteering to run a branch.  For more information log onto info@essexsavers.co.uk 

Gareth thanked Cheryl on behalf of the Forum for her presentation.

7. Guests Les Burns: Highways Dept Thurrock Council

Les Burns reported to the Forum that the work on clearing the drains had now been started and all the issues have been dealt with.  Network Rail still need to carry out their work on the outflow if they haven't done so already.

The problem with drainage at the St Clement's site is still ongoing.  The problem seems to be with the drain near The Cabin which may be an Anglian Water Authority adopted drain.

Gareth thanked Les Burns on behalf of the Forum.

8. Matt Kiely: Strategic Highways
Gareth informed the Forum that someone had organised a petition to get the weight limit removed from Devonshire Road so that it can be used by HGV traffic as originally intended.  The petition is being presented to local councillors at 9.30 am on Saturday, 14th May at Devonshire Rd / London Rd end.  He asked for as many as possible to attend.  Meanwhile the council are still looking for solutions to the problems of HGVs in the area and are setting up workshops to discuss options that can be taken to the Cabinet meeting later this year.  Workshops will probably begin after 25th May Gareth thanked Matt on behalf of the Forum.
9.  Richard Hatter: Strategic Planning Thurrock Council
Richard spoke to the Forum about the proposed development of Lakeside and its impact on West Thurrock and the surrounding local communities.  A consultation about the proposals has now finished and Richard is visiting local forums to explain the outcome and impact of the proposals.  The Core Strategy, 2004, outlined the plans for the green belt, housing, jobs and transport and this should be adopted by the council this summer.  The next document - site details for housing, employment, transport and community open spaces outlines the development in the borough.  There are plans to develop Lakeside as a town centre, incorporating leisure and housing and improving transport links - road and rail.  The development corporation and council are keen to work with local communities to find out their views on the proposals and will be setting up workshops at different times so everyone can attend, later this year.

All documents relating to this development are available on the council website and as hard copies.

Cllr Andy Smith is meeting with land owners and businesses about the proposals.

The Thames Gateway Development Corporation is due to transfer its powers back to the council next year.

Gareth thanked Richard on behalf of the Forum.

10. NAPs.

Ray Barnard chaired this part of the meeting.  PC Thompson reported back on the priority issues identified by members of the Forum:

· Boy Racers: permission has now been given for barriers to be put in place to divert people straight onto A13 from the Lakeside area as a deterrent to speeding.  There are still concerns that the problem will move to another area and eventually move back into Thurrock.

· Cyclists on pavements: some bikes have no lights and are not roadworthy.  Educating cyclists is still thought to be the best option.

· Reporting crime: PC Thompson asked that anyone with information about any sort of crime could report it to Crime Stoppers or to the local police.  He reported that there had been a drugs raid in West Thurrock recently as a result of information received.

· Resident in Parsonage Road:  a resident has been a nuisance to members of the public and the Police are asking people to report any incidents as they need evidence to be able to stop this.

· The police would like to set up an action panel similar to NAPs for local businesses and corporations.  They need contact numbers so that they can approach them with the proposals.

· From July there will be a new phone number for non-emergency calls; "101".  It can be used alongside the existing contact number.

New priorities:

A growing drugs problem outside Purfleet Garrison shops to be followed up by PC Thompson.

Gareth thanked the Police on behalf of the Forum and also the councillors and Highways Agency for the campaigning and schemes to stop the boy racers in various locations in West Thurrock.

11. Funding Requests.

Gates for Memorial Ground: Brian Ward outlined the problem with the gates.  Gareth had already contacted Andrea Winterflood about the problems and she was to take this forward.  Nothing has been heard to date.  Cllr Gerrish offered to follow this up.  Gareth suggested that there could be a partnership with the council providing the labour and the Forum, the funds for the paint in order to get the job done.

There were no other requests.

12. AOB
Gareth reminded the Forum about the presentation of the Devonshire  Road petition on Saturday morning.

Gareth informed the Forum that he would be standing down as chair at the next AGM and that others need to come forward to form the committee.  Leaflets will be produced to advertise the AGM and an announcement will also be made in the local papers.

Suggestions for speakers at the next meeting are:

A representative from Dartford River Crossing

PC Thompson will bring a video about Boy Racers

Anglian Water Authority

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 7th July, 2011 at St Clements Church Hall at 7.30 pm.

Gareth thanked the guests and residents for attending this meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.

Number of people at meeting - 19.

Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair
