West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Open  Meeting held on 

Thursday 1st July 2010

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson


       Ray Barnard                                                Vice Chair

                   Dianne Marshall                                          Treasurer

                   Helen Ormond                                             Committee Member

                   Peter Matthews                                           Committee Member

                   Betty Robertson-Glasgow                           Committee Member

      Andrew Mackinlay                                       Former MP for Thurrock

      Sharon Pritchard                                         Thurrock Council
        
        

      Cllr. Andy Smith                                           Ward Councillor

      PC Richard Smears                                    South Ockendon Police

      Residents of West Thurrock

      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 8.00pm.

9.  Open meeting commenced.

Gareth opened this part of the meeting by thanking those who had re-elected him as Chair but added that a new chairperson would be needed next year.

He then welcomed all present to the open meeting.  Apologies as before with the addition of Sylvia Yates.

Andrea Winterflood was unable to attend this meeting so it was agreed to call a special meeting to approve the plans for the Playbuilder scheme.

The Forum was asked if they wanted to change to monthly meetings but it was unanimously agreed to continue with bi-monthly meetings.

10.  Guest speaker - Sharon Pritchard from Thurrock Council.

Sharon began by thanking people for supporting the council's efforts to reduce landfill waste by recycling more household waste.  She said that the council were meeting its targets.

She updated the Forum on changes in the 3-bin system.  More plastics are able to be recycled in the blue bin and information packs are being distributed in 'Thurrock Talk'.  She said that anything put in the blue bin that is not acceptable at the recycling plant contaminates the load and it has to be sent to landfill.  She asked that plastic bags not be put in the bin and all rubbish to go in loose.  The recycling centre at West Thurrock can take anything that is not collected at kerbside but mattresses and carpets cannot be taken there.

Some people were concerned that the bins would not be collected on a regular basis but Sharon said that new contracts had now been issued and that all bins should be emptied on the same day.  There would be no more follow on days after bank holidays as the collectors would work these days.  She finished by saying that there was a help line for problems and every call would be logged and dealt with.  Sharon shared that she was leaving the council very soon.  Gareth thanked Sharon for coming.

11.  Guest speaker - Andrew Mackinlay, former Thurrock MP.

Andrew Mackinlay was invited so that the Forum could thank him for his dedication and service to Thurrock during his time as its MP.  He held this post for 18 years.

Andrew thanked the Forum for inviting him and used the occasion to make a formal farewell to Thurrock people.  He acknowledged importance of the work of the Forum and said that he will continue to offer help and advice in future as and when requested.  Ray Barnard described Andrew as a 'Man for Thurrock'.  He always attended civic events and will continue to do so.  He reflected on his life as an MP during the meeting, telling amusing anecdotes as well as sharing more personal memories.

Gareth thanked Andrew for his service as an MP and for attending this meeting.

12  AOB.

The dates of meetings for the next year were agreed as 2nd September, 4th November, 6th January, 3rd March, 5th May and AGM on 7th July.

Michael McAteer spoke about raising funds for a charity in Africa and suggested that calendars could be sold to help with this.

There were still concerns about HGVs using London Road as a short cut early in morning.  Gareth to ask the Highways department to come to next meeting.

Roadside drainage and flooding under the bridge were other concerns raised.  Gareth to ask council officers to attend next meeting.

It was also suggested that the new MP Jackie Doyle-Price be invited to speak to a meeting this year.

PC Richard Smears updated the Forum of the operations to stop the boy racers in West Thurrock during May and June, with another due to start in July.  Funding for speed humps in Oliver Road has been agreed.  Cllr Andy Smith said that the humps were going in soon. The Lakeside loop has been blocked off to deter racers and this has had some success.

Debbie said that vehicles have been damaged in Moore Avenue.  PC Smears said that plain clothes PCSOs on pushbikes were being used to deter burglaries and find potential offenders.

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 8.50 pm.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 2nd September 2010 at St Clements Church Hall at 7.30 pm.

Number of people at meeting - 31.

Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair..
