West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Thursday 3rd March, 2011

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson


       Helen Ormond                                             Secretary

Guests:     Efe Ekakitie                                                  West Thurrock Pharmacy

                   Paul Morgan                                                Thurrock Marching Brass Band

                   Darren                                                          Thurrock Marching Brass Band

                   Natalie Warren                                             Thurrock Council

                   PC Thompson            


      Essex Police
                   PCSO




      Essex Police
                   PCSO




      Essex Police
      Residents of West Thurrock

      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

1.  Welcome.

Gareth Davies opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2.  Apologies.

Ray Barnard, Cllr Any Smith, Ron Bayford, Betty Robertson-Glasgow and Michelle Reynolds.

3.  Agree minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising.

Noticeboard: Gareth informed the Forum that planning permission was ongoing but was proving difficult to obtain because of the information that is required.  Natalie Warren offered to look into the matter.

Drains by London Road Railway Bridge: there has been no response from the Highways dept who are responsible for the drains.

5. Declaration of Interests.

None.

6.  Guest 1.  Efe Ekakitie, St Clement's Pharmacy.

Efe Ekakitie began by introducing himself and the new pharmacy that has recently opened in West Thurrock.  In a brief presentation, he outlined the services that were being offered by the pharmacy in conjunction with the NHS as part of a national initiative to improve health and detect heath problems early on.  The services are free to all residents in the community and include cardio vascular checks, help to quit smoking, emergency contraception, advice on minor ailments and a prescription collection and delivery service.  Residents are urged to take advantage of these services and the pharmacy is open from 9 am to 6.30 pm Monday - Friday.  There has been a leaflet drop locally that gives details of the services provided and hours of business.

For further details of services or any health concerns, contact the pharmacy or speak to your GP.  Confidentiality is assured and a GP will only be advised about anything with consent.

Gareth thanked Efe for his presentation on behalf of the Forum.

7. Guests 2.  Paul Morgan and Darren of Thurrock Marching Brass Band

Paul Morgan introduced himself and outlined the origins of the band.   He was one of the original members when it was set up in 1973 by Dave Loden to give the children from a community unit in South Ockendon something to do.  He said that it fostered a sense of belonging and responsibility. 

Paul reformed the band with Darren for the same reasons on 18th October, 2010, that being the anniversary of the founding of the original band.  It aims to attract youngsters between 8 and 16.  Parents of the band members are also being encouraged to be involved and Paul has created an interactive pack that can be used at home to ensure the members remain focussed and develop the discipline needed to be an effective band member.  Highly skilled musicians, working on a voluntary basis, teach the members how to read music and play the instruments and practice sessions take place at William Edwards School 3 times a week.  Most of the members have no previous musical experience at all when they join.   

Darren explained how membership brings about a positive change in attitude and behaviour that impact on home and school life as well.  

Paul said that the band is a registered charity and is keen to attend local fetes, fairs and other local activities to maintain a community presence.

Gareth thanked Paul Morgan and Darren on behalf of the Forum.

8. Natalie Warren, Community Development Manager, Thurrock Council

Natalie introduced herself and explained her role briefly.  She spoke about the Review of Strategies to Improve Neighbourhoods as being an opportunity to bring people together to talk about concerns and issues they had for where they live.  Some of the recommendations of the report are;

· More community leadership roles.  

· More decisions delegated to local communities. 

· Make information about local areas more accessible and clearer to understand

· To create neighbourhood profiles.

Natalie will take the issue of the Forum's application to erect a noticeboard at St. Clement's forward as an example of where strategies need to be reviewed in order to get things done.

Funding cuts have meant that forums no longer have a budget that can be spent in the community and a proposal to give £2000 to councillors for community projects has since been withdrawn.  This forum is using funds from the original WTSSCF to cover the costs for the noticeboard. 

Gareth thanked Natalie on behalf of the Forum.
9.  NAPs.

Ray Barnard was unable to attend but PC Thompson, who has taken over from PC Richard Smeers, took this part of the meeting.  He firstly gave feedback on issues that had been identified for attention:

· Speeding on London Road.  This is improving gradually.

· Cyclists on pavements.  An educational approach rather than warnings was thought to be a better approach, especially if some cyclists were not aware of the law regarding cycling on pavements.

· Cruising.  Progress has been made.  Campaigning for traffic calming measures in Oliver Road have been successful and are now in place. Barriers will be installed soon to stop cruisers on the A126 at Lakeside roundabouts.  

Funding cuts this year will not allow projects like those conducted last year by the police to be undertaken in the foreseeable future.  The issue of cruising has led to many complaints and there is a feeling that the problem gets pushed from one area to another.  Suggestions of providing a safe location where cruising can take place without breaking the law has been suggested but they are costly and there are many health and safety issues to be considered.

To conclude the NAPS meeting, the police would like any information that will help solve the problems of increasing theft from cars and metal theft.  Issues for priority include speeding vehicles and Lorries using the London Road.

Some issues raised from the floor included the police on cycles not wearing helmets (it is not actually a requirement of the law) and the problem of 4 street lamps being inoperative at the site of a recent fatal accident in Purfleet.

Gareth thanked the Police for attending on behalf of the Forum.

10. Funding Requests.

No requests were received this time but there may be a future funding request from Brian Ward, George Stokes and Michelle Reynolds for the gates of the Memorial Ground to be repainted.

11. AOB

Relief road - there will be no relief road.

Lakeside expansion - there are proposals to expand the retail area of Lakeside Shopping Centre.  

West Thurrock railway station - nothing further has happened about this.

Andrew Millard has acknowledged the information about dangerous structures in the area and said that they will be dealt with in a priority order.

Speakers for next meeting:

Gareth will ask the Highways dept. Thurrock Council to attend.  

Danny Sedano suggested the Essex Savers Credit Union.  

Another suggestion was Anglia Water Authority.

Due to local elections taking place on the 5th May, it was agreed by the members present that we move the next meeting to Thursday 12th May, 2011 at St Clements Church Hall at 7.30 pm.

Gareth thanked the guests and residents for attending this meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.05 pm.

Number of people at meeting - 21.

Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair
