West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Thursday 4th November  2010

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson


       Ray Barnard                                                Vice Chair & Treasurer

                   Helen Ormond                                             Secretary

                   Peter Matthews                                           Committee Member

      Heather Penny                                             St Luke's Hospice
       

      Jocelyne Audsley                                         Thurrock Council

      Cynthia Moss                                               Thurrock Council

      Eileen McCabe                                             Thurrock Disability Network
      PC Richard Smears                                     South Ockendon Police

      PC Boyce                                                     South Ockendon Police

      Residents of West Thurrock

      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

1.  Welcome.

Gareth Davies opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2.  Apologies.

None received.

3.  Agree minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising.

Concerns about the bus lane and problems with cyclists were raised by members from the floor.  These will be addressed in the NAPs feedback by Ray Barnard.

5. Declaration of Interests.

None.

6.  Guest 1. Heather Penny, St Luke's Hospice.

Heather Penny outlined the work of St Luke's Hospice.  It has been providing care to people with life limiting illnesses in Thurrock and Basildon for 20 years.  A new appeal was recently launched to raise funds to continue their work.  They have contacts with companies who support the hospice with financial contributions but they need about £3 million annually. Christmas appeals, fates, fun runs and dog walking are just some of the ways that people can help them to raise funds.  The PCT also contributes some money towards their work but local help is always needed to ensure funds are raised.

The aim of the hospice is to work with the whole family unit and their services are free.  The hospice has an 8 bed unit and a specialist bay unit.  Treatment includes out patient care and day hospice facilities for 50 patients per week.    'Hospice at Home' is a nursing support service for those who would prefer to stay at home and it provides the same level of care.  McMillan nurses also provide some of the care.

Gareth thanked Heather for her presentation on behalf of the Forum.

7. Guest 2. Jocelyne Audsley and Cynthia Moss, Climate Change Team, Thurrock Council

Jocelyne Audsley outlined the work of the Climate Change Team.  The team was set up in March 2010 and will run until 17th December. They hold public events to raise awareness of the issues arising from climate change at various locations in Thurrock.  They ask people to do just one thing to make a difference and small things such as turning off a light, not leaving appliances on standby and walking upstairs instead of taking a lift in a public building can all help to reduce the danger to the environment as well as reducing costs.  They are currently conducting a survey to find out what people's priorities and concerns are regarding climate change and they encouraged members of the Forum to complete and return a survey form as soon as possible.

Gareth thanked Jocelyne and Cynthia for their presentation on behalf of the Forum.

8. Eileen McCabe, Thurrock Disability Network
Eileen McCabe outlined the aims of the Universal Information and Advice Plan - to improve the way information and advice is made available to the public and make it more accessible to all.  She gave examples to illustrate the kind of problems they are trying to overcome: departments within the council did not fully understand what other departments did, few local people access the council website to get information and most people prefer to speak to someone when they require information.

A consultation into how information was disseminated and shared closed on 29th October, but questionnaires would still be considered if they were completed and returned as soon as possible.

In order for people to have a better experience when accessing information:

· Links to information have to be clearer and more user friendly and updated regularly

· Front line staff need to be better trained to help people

· Agree on formats for printed information and make it readily available

· Use Thurrock Gazette more efficiently and effectively as an information source

· GPs and other healthcare professionals need to be kept up to date on social care developments

· Public access for internet to be improved.

· Freephone number to access information

Community advice centres need to be clearly identified in public buildings and these in turn must be fully accessible to all. The Beehive Centre needs to build up information, advice and advocacy services for all disabled and older people and be a resource for all sectors in the voluntary and community groups.  

Guidance and advocacy need to be provided for all as and when needed.

Eileen also gave a presentation on the Adult Social Care Consultation and how the need to save costs would impact on these services.  Consultation meetings had been held in various locations in Thurrock but due to poor publicity, they were poorly attended.  The consultation document was handed out and people were urged to complete them and return them as soon as possible.  Eileen cautioned that cuts made now could well affect us personally in the future when we sought services that were no longer available.

Gareth thanked Eileen on behalf of the Forum.

9. NAPs.

Ray Barnard chaired this part of the meeting.  Some issues were addressed that had been raised in matters arising.

Boy racers: There is a meeting between the Police and the Highways Agency In two weeks time when the Highways Agency will be urged to take the issues seriously regarding long term measures to solve the problems caused by the boy racers.  Funding had been agreed for speed bumps in Oliver Road and also for closing off the double roundabout in the Lakeside area but nothing had been done to date.

Cyclists on pavements and general road worthiness of cycles.  The PCSOs are able to deal with these issues.  They can take cycles that are not road worthy off the road and deal with cyclists committing offences by not having proper lights on their cycles. There is still a problem with cyclists not giving due care to pedestrians when riding on the pavement.

Bus lanes being used by other vehicles.  It is difficult to apprehend offenders.

Speeding traffic in London Road.  A mobile camera unit has been in the area recently, but as there were roadwork’s at the time, speeding was not a problem.

10. Funding Requests.

.Gareth presented Stuart Christian with a cheque for £2500 for the Bar n' Bus project in West Thurrock.  Stuart thanked the Forum for the cheque.

It was proposed to fund the Play Days scheme to visit East Street Park and the West Thurrock Memorial Ground in the summer of 2011.  This has always been well attended.  The amount needed was £1450 which exceeded the current  budget but the balance would be taken from the old Forum resources which were still to be allocated.

Gareth proposed that the scheme be funded for next summer.

Michelle Reynolds seconded the proposal.

The vote was unanimously in favour of the proposal.

It was proposed to replace the noticeboard at Cowdray Hall that had been recently vandalised again with a new within the grounds of St Clements Church near the bus stop.  The St Clements DCC have agreed to this proposal.  Mr Roast suggested that the work be done at the same time as the garden extension, thus saving money by sharing the cost.  The cost would be approximately £400 to £450.

Gareth proposed that a new board be purchased.

Linda Retter seconded the proposal.

The vote was unanimously in favour of the proposal.

At the last meeting it was proposed to make a donation to St Luke's Hospice of £500.  This money would come from the old Forum funds.

Gareth proposed that a donation of £500 be made to St Luke's.

Mr. Timlin seconded this.

The vote was unanimously in favour.

Gareth presented a cheque to Heather Penny of St Luke's Hospice.

A proposal from Thurrock Asian Society for £250 for funds for the Diwali festival was rejected as it was not felt that this would benefit the whole of the local community.

This year's allocation for funding has now been spent and money from the old Forum is being used to fulfil approved funding requests.

11. AOB

The plans for the renovations in Southview and Palmerston Gardens parks are now available to view.  The plans have been approved by the Forum: Gareth proposed and Peter Matthews seconded.  The vote was unanimously in favour of the plans.

There has been no further news about the building proposals for East Street park.

No action had been taken about the blocked drains on London Road.  (Peter Matthews)

Gareth suggested that the Forum invite the Highways Agency back to the January meeting to answer outstanding questions.

Moore Avenue residents were concerned that the old Willens Dance Centre that had recently had a serious fire was in danger of collapse in high winds.  It was suggested that they contact Environmental Health at Thurrock Council.

Mr Roast of the Play 2 Learn nursery said that they were sponsoring the gardening works on the roundabout at London Road / West Thurrock Way and that their gardener would be undertaking the work.  We can look forward to a much more visually pleasing roundabout.  A help when we're all stuck in traffic jams that are becoming all too frequent on London Road!!

There being nothing further to discuss, Gareth wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year as this is the last meeting before Christmas.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 6th January, 2011 here at

St Clements Church Hall at 7.30 pm.

The meeting closed at 9.30.

Number of people at meeting - 25

Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair
