West Thurrock and South Stifford Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 5thMarch 2009 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:


Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.





Ray Barnard


Vice Chairperson.

Diane Marshall 

Treasurer.

David Jones


Secretary.





Peter Matthews

Committee Member.





Helen Ormond


Committee Member.

Sharon Pritchard 

Thurrock Council - Waste & Recycling
Gordon Gambier 

LINKS

Peter Manning 

P.C.S.O. Essex Police.

Ann Monksfield

P.C.S.O. Essex Police

Clr. Andy Smith

Ward Councillor.
Clr. Oliver Gerrish 

Ward Councillor.

Residents 


of West Thurrock.





Residents 


of South Stifford.

Meeting commenced at 7.34pm.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies welcomed everyone present to the meeting then proceeded to the second item on the agenda.
2.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from Kevin Goodrum, Carol Wilkins, Debbie Eveleigh, Sue Helps and Betty Robertson-Glasgow.
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.


The minutes from the previous meeting were passed as a true record of the meeting.
4.
Maters Arising.

With reference to the following proposal passed at the last meeting:-

To purchase one bench for approximately £1,200.00 and to re-allocate the remainder;

approximately £1,500.00 to the Playbuilder scheme.

The applications have been submitted to Thurrock Council and have been granted.
Gareth Davies said whilst on the point of funding; the budget for next year has been cut by £2,000.00 to £6,100.00. 
5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. No declarations were expressed.
6. 
1st Guest – Sharon Pritchard.

Sharon Pritchard began with an insight into her background of 22 years working for Thurrock Council. Her current role is to promote waste and recycling, working closely with schools, colleges etc in the borough. To date the breakdown of waste disposal is 67% to landfill and 33% is recycled. Garden waste is being turned into soil improver which can be purchased from the Council for a nominal fee. There is currently a trial taking place for recycling kitchen and garden waste using 1,700 participants; the bins being used are “chipped”. It was pointed out the microchips in the bins are only being used to log the weight of the contents of the bins. This also enables Thurrock Council to check the invoices from the waste management company to ensure they are not being overcharged. There is a trial in progress using “Blue” bins instead of boxes which has been running very well to date. The recycling is being carried out at the Materials Recycling Facility at Rainham. If anyone is interested in seeing the operation; free trips are organised by the Council. 

Bulk waste i.e. furniture etc can be collected by the Council by calling free phone 0800 581281 – this is a payable service. There are other methods of disposing of furniture etc; 2nd Generation (second hand furniture) 01375 846702; local charities will also take second hand furniture.

There will be a new Reuse / Recycle Centre opening late summer this year in St. Clements Way off Oliver Road. This site will not be for general waste; recycling only.

A new ‘three Bin’ option will be ‘rolled’ out during September 2009. This will give each household separate bins for household waste, recycling waste and garden/kitchen waste. Every resident will be able to choose the option best suited to their needs. Because of the diverse mix of property types in the borough, the three bin proposal could not be accommodated in terraced blocks, for example, as there would not be enough space available to store three bins. 

At this point Sharon Pritchard asked if there were any questions.

Peter Matthews said he had two points to raise; firstly the blue box collection; paper, cans, glass and plastic are all put in the same box which is then tipped into the vehicle, when it arrives back at the depot all the mixed content then has to be sorted. Is this not a criminal waste of time and money? Point two; over two consecutive six week periods my green bag has not been collected which resulted in the only option open to me – put it in bin.

John Ironmonger asked if it was correct; hard plastic like bottle tops etc are not wanted in the recycling.

Sharon Pritchard replied yes, only soft plastic is taken for recycling.

Councillor Smith said he would like to raise two points; firstly, how do you propose to find out which residents do not require three bins and secondly what are the proposals for recycling for the residents who live in flats.

Sharon Pritchard said in answer to your first question, a doorstep campaign will be carried out to ascertain the requirements of each resident. To answer you second question, flats present us with big problems; people seriously abuse the bins, they are only there for domestic rubbish; car engines, furniture, builders waste etc. are regularly found; along with vandalism the lifetime of the bins is drastically reduced. The Council is currently trying to resolve the problem.

Diane Marshall asked how often the large recycle bins found near shops and supermarkets are emptied.

Sharon Pritchard replied some are emptied on a rota bases similar to the domestic service or the contactors are contacted each time the bin is full.

With no further questions Gareth Davies thanked Sharon Pritchard for her excellent presentation and proceeded to the next item on the agenda.                       
7. 
2nd Guest Gordon Gambier.
Gordon Gambier thanked Gareth Davies for his introduction and proceeded to enlighten the meeting on the background of LINKS (Local Involvement Networks). It is an independent network for local residents, organisations and groups providing access to decisions made concerning health issues, doctors, dentist’s etc. The objectives of LINKS is to engage people to help improve health and social services. Everyone can become a member; residents, Forums and other organisations. LINKS will be looking into all forms of Healthcare, Social Care, Doctors and Dentists etc. Contact details for joining are given on the ‘handout’. (Gordon Gambier – gordongambier@blueyonder.com – 01375 406331 / 07982 224999)

At this point Gordon Gambier asked if there were any questions.

Gareth Davies asked what can LINKS do to improve the ‘lives’ of the residents in West Thurrock and South Stifford.

Gordon Gambier replied you tell us what problems you have and we will try and help to resolve them.

Gareth Davies said there is a problem looming concerning ‘older’ Doctors who are nearing retirement with no young Doctors to replace them. Can you help provide new doctors?

Gordon Gambier responded we are working with all P.C.T.’s, hospitals and Doctors to highlight the problem. How do we attract younger Doctors to our area? Through new facilities? We are looking at this problem at the moment.

Ray Barnard asked if the P.C.T.’s were taking LINKS seriously.

Gordon Gambier said when the Government came up with the idea of LINKS it gave the organisation ‘teeth’. We have the power to enter hospitals, care homes etc to investigate problems.

When asked Gareth Davies said the Forum would like to join LINKS, please e-mail the details to the chairperson who would then also distribute them to any residents who wished to join the organisation.

With no further questions Gareth Davies thanked Gordon Gambier for his presentation and proceeded to the next item on the agenda.                       

8. 
Police Report.
Gareth Davies said there were no figures available but they would be presented at the next meeting. The Police will be attending all future meeting which will give the residents an opportunity to meet them and discuss any problems they may have.
Gareth Davies asked Mary Timlin if she would like to say a few words.

Mary Timlin advised the meeting that Paul Moore has now taken over at the Independent Advisory Group and the next meeting will be held on 1st April 2009.
9. 
Presentation of Cheques.
Gareth Davies said he would like to present a cheque to Lorraine Gray from Tot Stop. During the presentation photographs were taken which will be uploaded onto the Forum’s website.

Lorraine Gray thanked the Forum for their generosity and said the funds were very much appreciated; the money will go towards the purchase of safety mats for use by the children. An invite was given to all to come to Cowdray Hall and see the new mats in use.

Treasurers Report.

Diane Marshall began saying the applications passed last month for the bench and monies for the Playbuilder scheme have been taken from the account leaving approximately £99.00 for running costs for the final month of this financial year. New funds will be available as of 1st April but unfortunately the funding has been reduced to £6,100.00. 

Gareth Davies said if we want another two ‘Play Days in the Park’ for next year that will take nearly half of our budget. Please give some thought to funding schemes for next year and let us know at the next meeting.

Ray Barnard suggested the Forum consider raising extra funds outside of the Council; possibly through local businesses etc. 
10.
Any other Business.
Michael McAteer will be taking part in a 97 mile sponsored walk in Scotland during July to raise money for the Littlehaven Children’s Hospital.  
Gareth Davies said this was a good cause. We have approximately £99.00 left and I propose we use some of this money to sponsor the walk.
The suggestion was made to use at least £60.00 towards the sponsorship and to add to the figure if extra funds were available.

Everyone present was in agreement to the suggestion.

Michael McAteer thanked everyone present for their encouragement and sponsorship.

Michael McAteer continued saying the Council should issue fines to truckers for the mess they leave behind. The fence near the sandwich shop has been damaged again this time by a foreign lorry. Once the fence has been repaired when are the Council going to ‘plant’ the area.

Gareth Davies said he has spoken again to Luke Love at Thurrock Council and is still awaiting confirmation of the start date.

Michael McAteer said he would like to publicly thank Brian Ward and his wife for all their help over the Anchorfield fiasco. It is great; we are working as a community; for each other.

Gareth Davies added the T.T.G.D.C. is the determining authority over the planning application for the Anchorfield site. A letter of objection has been submitted from the Forum.

A Gentleman resident asked why they turned down the application for a lorry park on the site of the Lakeside overflow coach park.

Gareth Davies said again, the application was for the T.T.G.D.C. to determine. The investigation was for a 6 month period, and then to report back to the Council. We can ask Clr. Smith if he knows why.
Clr. Smith said the problem of H.G.V. parking was being investigated; the Council is looking into suitable sites.

Ray Barnard asked why the earth bun proposed for the Purfleet By-pass had not been completed. We were informed of this by a speaker at a previous meeting.

Gareth Davies replied saying he will contact Andrea Winterflood and ask why the project has not been started and report back at the next meeting.

Clr. Gerrish said he would like to update the meeting on the South Stifford Traffic Study. It is near completion, once completed there will be a consultation with residents.

Gareth Davies added the second half of the relief road which would have run past Proctor & Gamble and along the river front is not shown on the latest plans for the area. It would appear the relief road is not being considered.

Gareth Davies continued saying at the last meeting Peter Matthews mentioned he had a list of WWII casualties which he has brought to the meeting this evening. Please look at the list and add any names you know of if they are not shown.

Michael McAteer asked if there could be a small memorial sited in the garden of the centre.

A short discussion took place considering the merits of a memorial and plaque or a book of remembrance. Rev. Michelle Reynolds will look into holding a book of remembrance at St. Clements.
Gareth Davies said he has spoken to Luke Love concerning the bench, a tarmac / concrete pathway and ‘pad’ suitable for wheelchair users. There could be a problem with funding, we will have to wait and see.

Ray Barnard asked, based on a report in the local press, if there was any likelihood of loosing our Police.

P.C.S.O. Peter Manning replied No, you will not loose any officers but, you will not get any new officers either.

Gareth Davies asked the meeting who would they like to speak at the next meeting.

Michael McAteer suggested someone from the T.T.G.D.C. then they can answer residents concerns over the Anchorfield.
Gareth Davies said he will invite a representative from the T.T.G.D.C. but if not he will find a replacement. 
Gareth Davies firstly thanked the speakers; Sharon Pritchard and Gordon Gambier for attending the meeting, then Councillor Gerrish and Councillor Smith and finally the residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford.

The next meeting will held on Thursday 2nd April 2009 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m 

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 9.10 p.m.

Number of persons attending the meeting – 25.

Approved as a true and correct record
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