West Thurrock and South Stifford Peoples

Community Forum

Minutes of forum meeting held on 7th Jan 2010
Chairman: -   Gareth Davies

Minute Taker: -   Ray Barnard
Present: - 38 
Welcome
The meeting was opened with Gareth thanking all those present for attending and outlining the agenda.
Apologies
Apologies were received from Juleann Burkey, Wendy Mayo, Michelle Reynolds, Helen Ormond. 

Minutes of the previous meeting
The Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted and signed off as a true record. 

Matters arising
Item 4 the allotment fence was now in place.
The allotment association gave thanks to the forum for their support.
Item 10 funding, the waste bins had been received and were at the council awaiting fixing in place.
Mother and toddlers have received their monies.
Declaration of interests

None were received.
Guest speaker 1 Strategic planning 
Paul Clarke and Andrew Ranson were introduced by Gareth.
The local council development plan was explained to those present.
The policy & strategy for waste disposal targets were given and it was said that the local regions should deal with their own waste but should also look to reducing their waste.
The government have said that Thurrock should still look to deal with 14% of London’s waste.
There recently has been the opening of a new recycling plant in west Thurrock
It is intended that this be for Thurrock’s use only.
Thurrock should look to provide 7 years of mineral mining for their use, the council are still in talks with Yeoman’s Aggregates.
There is a consultation that has a closing date of 17th Feb 2010 leaflets were handed round.
There is to be a workshop on the 1st Feb 2010 this will be advertised.
Questions from the floor;
Could the council look into building a waste plant like the one at Edmonton, as this type seems to work well and also seems to be cost efficient and would be better than putting waste into holes in the ground? Could the council send someone to have a look at the plant and see its benefits to Thurrock?
Thurrock is looking into having a green plant built within Tilbury docks that would take London waste.
Could the council talk to London or the Government about moving waste by using the river rather than by road and also consider if by road could this be by the most direct route via the A13.
Guest 2 strtegic highways LTP3

Matt Keily was introduced by Gareth.
He said that local transport plans and the local resident’s views were being looked at to see what we wanted with regards to road safety, local transport, air quality and roadway development.
A plan was shown as to where we are now and what the current issues are.
Questions were asked from the floor;
What was being done regarding Lakeside traffic mainly around Christmas Time? 

What about local bus services?
What about relief road/ gumley road?
Why do the council not know about the plans for the William ball site?
What are they going to do about the traffic in the area whilst the site was being developed and what was happening afterwards?
Why were the council seemingly always putting extra housing before the road issues?
When can we see some action to the London road traffic problems?
What was being done about local lorry parking?
Was West Thurrock train station getting the go ahead as it was much needed to this local area?

Not many answers could be given to any of these questions as Matt was new to his post and he was asked to go back to the council with our concerns and find out.
GUEST 3 David Lock Ass

William Ball site

 There were 2 persons giving the presentation from David lock Ass and one from the development corporation. (Stephanie Goedecke, P Willoughby, and Mathew Essex.) 

A plan of the proposed development was shown with slides on a screen.
One of the opening points was that the planners had taken previous comments from the residents and changed the number  of flats against houses so that their were now more houses, this was received well by those present,
It was said that blocks of flats do not make good communities.

The planners agreed that they need to continue talks with the water company to make sure that the existing water and sewage infrastructure would be able to cope with the additional loads.
There was further conversation as to the height and position of the flats that would affect the existing housing; the planners said that they would have a look at this.
There was much concern over the main access to the site both during and after construction.
This was to be directly off London road with no roundabout, the residents felt that this was going to add to the traffic issues that currently exist and not solve them.
Why could the planners not get together with the council and the developers of an adjacent site to agree better access that could also take into account the need for a relief road?
The planners said that their proposals for the site were going to be sent back to the council soon.
The development was expected to start on site in 2012. 

It was hoped that the planners could come back to give a further presentation when the plans and meetings with others had been further developed.
The general feelings of those present were that we did not want to oppose the building of new homes, but much more needs to be done about access and infrastructure to the area. 

It was said that there should be wider consultation with the local residents before final details were agreed.
FUNDING REQUESTS

· FOR £2000  for the Bar N Bus 
· FOR £1450 to pay for TWO Play days, 1 in West Thurrock & 1 in South Stifford 
The two funding requests were both debated and agreed upon, with no objections.
Date and time of the next meeting, Thursday 4th March 2010, 7.30pm
Approved as a true and correct record.
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