West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 4th March 2010

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies        Chairperson

                   Helen Ormond       Committee Member

                   Peter Matthews     Committee Member

                   Ray Barnard          Vice Chair

                   Betty Robertson-Glasgow    Committee Member

                  Alison Campbell   Green Grid

                  Colin Keeble         Youth Offending Team

                  Gary Matthews     Youth Offending Team


       Tim Harrold           Bar n' Bus

       Cllr. Andy Smith        Ward Councillor

       Cllr. Oliver Gerrish    Ward Councillor

                Residents of West Thurrock

                Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

1. Welcome.

2. Apologies were received from Linda Retter, Ron Bayford, and Terry Piccolo.

3. Minutes of meeting 7.1.10. were received and signed as a true copy.

4. Matters Arising

Matt Keily of the Highways Commission emailed Gareth with the answers to the questions put to him at the last meeting.  A copy of the email is attached.

5. Declarations of Interest.

There were no declarations of interest.

6. Guest Speakers   

7.  Terry Piccolo was unable to attend but said that he will attend the meeting in May.

8.   Alison Campbell, Green Grid, Thurrock.

Gareth introduced Alison to the Forum.  

Alison explained what the Green Grid was and how it could be used to ensure that the best use was made of the land in the borough and how access for people and wild life could be maximised.  A PowerPoint presentation gave an overview of the whole idea and showed how it could encourage more sympathetic building and development in Thurrock.

Alison said that she would like to come to another meeting in a few months time to get views and opinions from West Thurrock residents, as West Thurrock was going to be the first area looked at. A resident commented that many local people are concerned about the loss of green spaces to building developments.  

Alison said that Thurrock Council should be consulted by Thames Gateway Development Corporation regarding planning applications, so that issues relating to the Green Grid could be considered.  

The question was then asked about what guarantees can Thurrock Council give that green areas will not be developed in future.  

Alison replied that Thurrock Council has a green grid policy, but it is under debate and that they can only present the strongest case where developing green areas is concerned. 

Gareth thanked Alison.

9. Colin Keeble and Gary Matthews, Youth Offending Team.

Gareth introduced Colin and Gary to the Forum. 

Colin began by outlining the history of the Youth Offending Team - it was set up in 1998 when the Crime & Disorder Act came into law.  They presently occupy the old Registry Office building in Quarry Hill.  Agencies who are involved in the scheme include the Police, Probation Service, and youth workers.  Young offenders are referred by the police to YOT for reprimands and final warnings.  The team assess the cases and then offer rehabilitation and support to prevent re-offending.  The team focus on education and the welfare of offenders to encourage learning as a step to a better way of life and to deter re-offending. They also have a Family Intervention Programme to help problem families with education and parenting skills. Colin then handed over to Gary who outlined some of the work he is involved with.

Gary started by saying that it was the first time that they had been invited to a forum meeting and then asked “Is youth crime a problem in this area?".  

He explained that he works with victims of crime with a unique 'restorative approach'.  He 
encourages victims of crime to meet the young offender, resulting in that person understanding the damage they have done and taking responsibility for the crime and thus bringing about a sense of closure for the victim. This has had a measurable deterrent effect.  In the last 3 years, there have been 900 1st time entrants (young first offenders) into the criminal system in Thurrock, 260 last year with the remainder spread over the other 2 years.  Of these, 95% do not re-offend the 5% who do, receive a final warning and of these, 90% don't re-offend.  The 10% who do go on to re-offend end up in court. 

Alison Campbell expressed amazement that only 4 re-offend and end up in court.

Cllr Andy Smith stressed that most of the young offenders were 'good kids who had taken a wrong turn', and deserved our support.

Gary said he would like to initiate a community response and explained that offenders had to make reparation by doing community service.  He said the Forum may be able to identify projects that they could become involved in.

Gareth thanked Colin and Gary.

10. Funding Requests.

There were no new funding requests.

A cheque for £2 000 was presented to Tim Harrold towards the work of the Bar n' Bus in West Thurrock.  Tim thanked the Forum on behalf of the Bar n' Bus and briefly outlined the work it does with young people in the local community.  It is aimed at bringing vulnerable young people together in a safe environment where they can experience the 
kindness and care of adults who respect and trust them and learn about an alternative lifestyle which would hopefully deter them from crime.  The volunteers who work on the bus are members of St Clements' and the West Thurrock Chapel.

Neighbourhood Action Panel.

Gareth introduced PC Richard Smears to the Forum.  He is the new beat officer for West Thurrock and replaces PC Elizabeth Man Rey.  He is based at South Ockendon.

11. Ray Barnard represented NAPs. 
He said that the purpose of the panel is to enable people to bring concerns to the attention of the police and council.  Meetings are bi-monthly and started in December.  It seems that the community is not aware of the group or its purpose and for that reason it has been decided to combine its meetings with the Forum meetings, starting in May.  The meeting will run for an extra half hour to allow people to bring any matters to the attention of the panel, e.g: traffic, boy racers and other nuisance issues.

Proposal: to retime meetings to run from 7.30pm to 9.30pm to incorporate NAPs, starting in May.

Carried with a majority vote.

Garden of Remembrance.

Rev Michelle Reynolds invited members of the Forum to attend a service to bless the new Garden of Remembrance which is sited on the ground at the end of the Sandwich Shop.  The garden now has a bench with access via a path and it has recently been planted with spring bulbs.  The blessing will take place after the morning service on Sunday, March 28 at 12.30 pm.  Everyone is invited back to St Clements afterwards for refreshments.

12. AOB

Gareth said that attempts to get someone to speak from Basildon Hospital had been unsuccessful.  The Forum agreed that he should try to get a senior member to attend the next meeting. 

Gareth drew attention to the pink leaflet that was an invitation for people to attend a meeting at The Beehive, West Street, Grays, on 9th March, 2010, the item of discussion being the way council tax money is allocated between the council, police and other agencies.

Andrew McKinlay MP has been invited to attend the May meeting to thank him for all of the work he has done as our MP for many years.  He is standing down at the next General Election.  He has agreed to come and speak to us.

East Street Park Area.

Gareth and others attended a meeting with TTGDC  regarding the proposals for the East Street Park.  They wanted to build houses along East Street to continue along the side of the road where the park is.  Objections were raised at this proposal.  

Another proposal is to build a community hall, ball park, car park, children's play area and remove the 
mound to create a more useable space and tidy up the fencing.

Gareth asked for a show of hands for those in favour of this proposal.  There were 11 for and 5 against.

Cllr Andy Smith thanked those who had attended the meeting and supported his views.

One resident asked why not use Foxton Road (Sea scouts Hall),
Graham Tidman of Thameside Sea Scouts said that this was not possible.  He supported the proposed development of East Street Park.

Gareth pointed out that residents of East Street have still to comment on the proposals.

Gareth informed the meeting that the two rubbish bins are now in place, one outside the Sandwich Shop and one by the Magno Café.  They have been cemented into the ground to prevent toppling. 

Money from the old forum was used to pay for the Bar n' Bus donation, and 1 of the 2 play days.

Several residents of Moore Avenue complained about non-residents parking in the street.  One resident stated that people parked across her driveway.  This is not illegal but it is a nuisance.

The Forum supports the issues raised and passed them over to Cllrs Andy Smith and Oliver Gerrish.  Andy Smith said that he would follow up the possibility of having parking permits.  There were many suggestions as to what could be done to deter parking by non-residents.

13. Date of next meeting.

The meeting has been moved to 20th May, 2010, as the 6th will be the date of the local elections and possibly the General election.

Gareth thanked the speakers and all the members of the Forum for attending.

The meeting ended at 9.30.     .

34 people attended.

Approved as a true and correct record.
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