West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Thursday 6th January, 2011

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson


       Helen Ormond                                             Secretary


       Toni Barlow                                                 Trading Standards, Thurrock Council


       Cllr. Val Morris Cook                                   Thurrock Council
















      PC Richard Smears                                     South Ockendon Police

      PC Boyce                                                     South Ockendon Police

      Residents of West Thurrock

      Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 7.40pm.

1.  Welcome.

Gareth Davies opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2.  Apologies.

Ray Barnard, Michelle Reynolds, Brian and Valerie Ward, Andrew Roast.

Gareth informed all present of the death of Peter Matthews on Monday 3rd January 2011.  A one minute's silence was held in respect of Peter and to remember his long, faithful service to the community forum.

3.  Agree minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising.

St Luke's donation: a receipt and a note of thanks were received from Heather Penny.

New Notice Board: planning permission is needed therefore a funding request will be made to cover the costs of the application.  Andrew Roast's offer of installing the new board whilst the work on the play area for the nursery now cannot be taken up.

Ron Bayford drew attention to Peter's last request that the council resolve the problem with the drains under the London Road railway bridge.  Cllr Andy Smith said that this was being dealt with.

5. Declaration of Interests.

None.

6.  Guest 1.  Toni Barlow - Trading Standards, Thurrock Council.

Toni briefly outlined the history and the work of Trading Standards.  The areas covered include weights and measures, counterfeit goods, safety of goods - faulty or dangerous goods, consumer protection and under age sales investigations.  They also deal with some areas of livestock health and welfare and work with Customs and Excise on border control and money laundering issues.

Trading Standards relies on information from the public and works with other agencies to protect consumers from crime.  Working in partnership with Consumer Direct, they offer advice and guidance on consumer rights.  They recently had a successful prosecution against a local businessman that was achieved by working across borders with Scambusters.

Toni also advised about local schemes to help people with loans, instead of relying on loan companies that charge excessive interest rates.

Gareth thanked Toni for her presentation on behalf of the Forum.

7. Guest 2. Cllr Val Morris Cook, Thurrock Council

Cllr Val Morris Cook is the deputy leader of Thurrock Council and is the cabinet member responsible for Cleaning and Greening.

Val started by saying that she wants the public’s opinion on waste and recycling and for ways that costs can be reduced.  She said that fortnightly waste collections were not being considered for blue and brown bins but may be for green bins.  This would make a saving to the council of approx. £350,000 a year.   £2m + is spent each year on street cleaning and road sweeping. Cllr Morris Cook said that we should all take responsibility for keeping our environment clean and tidy and challenge those who litter the streets.  This amount could then be reduced.

As well as saving money, the directorate is looking at ways of generating money.  Some schemes that are being considered are tree surgery and natural burial sites such as woodlands.  'Share a bin' with your neighbour could also save money as well as space in crowded streets and will be advertised on Thurrock's website and at forum meetings.

Thurrock has been awarded a prize for the most improved borough with cleaning and greening for 2010.

The West Thurrock Recycling Centre has been temporarily closed and is being used as a vehicle maintenance base.

Larry Collins of the Purfleet Community Forum attended the meeting to read a letter on behalf of Purfleet residents about the lack of refuse collections over the Christmas period.  Val explained that disruption to waste collection during the bad weather was due to some roads being inaccessible or dangerous.  However the crews were involved in snow clearing operations in public areas across the borough. Larry Collins further commented that vehicles of the same size and bigger were delivering to our estate all through the bad weather, how come they could access the site when refuse lorries could not.
Gareth thanked Cllr Val Morris Cook on behalf of the Forum.

8.  NAPs.

Ray Barnard was unable to attend therefore any issues will be brought to the next meeting.

9. Funding Requests.

The budget for this year has now been spent.  There were no further funding requests other than £95 to cover the cost of the planning application for the new notice board.  Linda Retter proposed and Mr Timlin seconded the proposal for this and all agreed. 

Money from the previous forum has been used to top up the funding required for the two Play Days for this year.

10 AOB

The speaker at the next meeting will be Mr Morgan of the Thurrock Marching Brass Band.  They are looking for new members aged 8 to 16 years to train for the band.

Thurrock Council is asking  people to notify them of any dangerous structures in the area.  Members of the forum identified Willens Dance Hall  and the former China Palace restaurant.  Both building have been severely damaged by fire during the last year.

Loose manhole covers near St Clements and Moore Avenue were also identified as a potential hazard.

Danny Sedano said that the council is putting together a plan to help homeless people and they want to contact organisations who work with or would work with homeless people.

Sidney McClaren came along to the forum meeting to advise the residents that a new chemist called ' St Clements Pharmacy' has opened near the Fox and Goose, London Rd, West Thurrock and that it has links with the doctors surgery at St Clements.

Re-siting of the bus stops at the Rabbits was raised by Helen Ormond.  Councillors Andy Smith and Oliver Gerrish will find out what is happening.

Gareth will ask the Highways Dept to attend next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd March, 2011 at

St Clements Church Hall at 7.30 pm.

The meeting closed at 9.00.

Number of people at meeting - 20

Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair
