West Thurrock and South Stifford People's Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Thursday 7 July,2011

At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:    Gareth Davies                                              Chairperson


       Helen Ormond                                             Secretary

                   Cllr. Andy Smith                                           Ward Councillor

       Cllr. Victoria Holloway


     Ward Councillor

                   Robin Figg                                                   Anglian Water Authority

 
       Wayne Dearsley                                          Anglian Water Authority

       PC Thompson                                              Essex Police

       Residents of West Thurrock

       Residents of South Stifford

Meeting commenced at 8pm following the AGM. 

1.  Welcome.

Gareth Davies opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

2.  Apologies.

 Ray Barnard, Michelle Reynolds,  Paul, Jackie and Andrew Roast, Michael White, PC  Andy  Lawrence.

3.  Agree minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were received and unanimously agreed as a true record of the meeting.

The representatives of Anglian Water Authority were invited to speak next as they had to leave the meeting early.

4. Guest 1.  Robin Figg and Wayne Dearsley, Anglian Water Authority.

Gareth introduced Robin and Wayne to the Forum.  Robin outlined his responsibilities as being sewage and drainage and pumping stations, Wayne is responsible for customer services.  

There were several matters raised by members from the floor:

Flooding under the railway bridge - Jim Retter.

The landowner (formerly British Rail) is responsible for the ditch that drains water away from the site. AWA's responsibility ends at the outfall.

Blocked gulley’s at Palmerston Road - member.

AWA are responsible for the main sewers in the road but Thurrock Council have responsibility for the gulley’s and gulley pots. The main sewer cannot take the volume of water that results from very heavy rainfall.  

Drainage of storm water from St Clements site - Gareth Davies.

Gareth outlined the problems with flooding especially at Church House.  The drainage from site goes to a main in Manor Way.  Gareth asked them to investigate the ongoing problem and report back to the forum.

Responsibilities for installing sewers on new builds - Gareth Davies.

AWA can only act in an advisory capacity in respect of new builds, but they can upgrade the mains to cope with the developing infrastructure.  Robin said that AWA are not responsible for the fresh water supply in response to Gareth's question.

From October 2011, AWA will be taking ownership of all mains and will be attending any call outs regarding problems with blocked sewers and drainage.

Their website address is

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/household/wastewater-services/Private-sewers-and-lateral-drains.aspx

Gareth thanked the speakers on behalf of the forum for attending the meeting.

5. Matters Arising.

Noticeboard: Natalie Warren at Thurrock Council is chasing the progress of the application and a resolution is closer.  The money has been set aside to pay for the noticeboard.

Memorial Gates: Gareth has tried to contact Andrea Winterflood about this matter but she has not responded.

A representative from Dartford Tunnel was invited to speak to the forum but Dartford Tunnel say that they do not address public meetings and suggested the Highways Agency.

PC Andy Lawrence was unable to attend due to an injury but said he would like to attend the September meeting.

6. Declaration of Interests.

None.

7. NAPs.

Gareth chaired this part of the meeting as Ray Barnard was absent.  PC Thompson reported back on the priority issues identified by members of the Forum:

· Boy Racers: the new barriers are forcing them onto the A13.  There is some concern that they are using the car parks of B&Q and Costco because the barriers are not lowered after trading therefore giving easy access.  Lowering the barriers would solve the problem.

· Cyclists on pavements: still a problem.  Cyclists are being stopped and advised how to conduct themselves if they are cycling on the pavements.

· Drug problem in West Thurrock:  PC Thompson said that this is increasing and asked that anyone with information should inform the police.

· Foxton Road: there have been several incidents recently of cars being vandalised - keyed and scratched. Anxious residents asked what the police could do to protect them and their property from this.  PC Thompson informed them that the area is being prioritised and visible and covert patrols were in operation to try to catch the offenders and provide a deterrent to anyone else who may think about damaging property.  Other incidents include fires, bin fires and acid on cars.

· A member suggested that security cameras could be set up and they were referred to Cllr Andy Smith as this was not a police matter.

· Parsonage Road: there is a problem with speeding and poor parking.

  8. AOB

Esme thanked the Forum for securing funding to improve the park in Southview Road.  She was horrified that 2 weeks ago a council worker cut down all the new flowers that had been planted, leaving everything bare.  Cllr Andy Smith is to make enquiries about this.

The improvements had been part of the £50,000 funding to plant up 2 sites in the area, Palmerston Gardens being the other.

A member asked about the ground on the corner of the Chase being made into a children's playground.  There is planning permission to build on this site so it would not be possible.

Suggestions for speakers at the next meeting are:

PC Andy Lawrence and Highways Agency.

9. Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 1st September, 2011 at St Clements Church Hall at 7.30 pm.

Victoria Holloway has given her apologies in advance.  She will be on holiday.  She will attend the November meeting.

Gareth thanked the guests and residents for attending this meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.

Number of people at meeting - 24.

Approved as a true and correct record.

Chair
