West Thurrock and South Stifford Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 2nd April 2009 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:


Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.





Ray Barnard


Vice Chairperson.

Diane Marshall 

Treasurer.

David Jones


Secretary.





Peter Matthews

Committee Member.





Helen Ormond


Committee Member.





Carol Wilkins


Committee Member.




Debbie Eveleigh

Committee Member.





Sally Lyons


T.T.G.D.C.

Mary Timlin


Thurrock Independent Advisory Group.
Peter Manning 

P.C.S.O. Essex Police.

Ann Monksfield

P.C.S.O. Essex Police

Clr. Oliver Gerrish 

Ward Councillor.

Residents 


of West Thurrock.





Residents 


of South Stifford.

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies welcomed everyone present to the meeting then proceeded to the second item on the agenda.
2.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from Clr. Andy Smith, Rev. Michelle Reynolds, Andrew and Jacky Roast, Brian and Val Ward, Kevin Goodrum, and Sue Helps. 
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.


The minutes from the previous meeting were passed as a true record of the meeting.
4.
Maters Arising.
Michael McAteer said he would like to thank Clr. Gerrish for his excellent speech at the planning meeting where the Anchorfield application was discussed.

The Council planning committee turned down the application which now will be sent to the T.T.G.D.C. for final discussions.  
Item 8 – Police Report.

It was incorrectly minuted Paul Moor “had taken over at the Independent Advisory Group”; Mr. Moor is actually the new Area Commander, Thurrock Police.

Item 10 – Any Other Business.

Re: South Stifford Traffic Study.

Clr. Gerrish said he has had no reply to his request for information; he will update the meeting as soon as the details are known.


Re: Earth bun proposals for Purfleet By-pass.

Gareth Davies informed the meeting an e-mail has been sent to Andrea Winterflood requesting an update on the project.


Re: Bench for the Garden.

Gareth Davies said Thurrock Council have ordered the bench.
5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. No declarations were expressed.
6. 
Guest Speaker – Sally Lyons – T.T.G.D.C.
Sally Lyons thanked Gareth Davies for his introduction and proceeded to enlighten the meeting on three sections of the Lakeside and West Thurrock master plan that are currently causing concern for the residents; these being 1) the Lakeside Basin, 2) the Harris application and 3) the Wouldham Works application. The first section to be discussed was the Harris Application; this will be discussed at the next T.T.G.D.C. planning meeting to be held either 20th April or 2nd May 2009. The following points were raised by the meeting;

Is the Harris application part of the Lakeside Basin Plan?

Is the area an accepted green open space on the plan?

Is the T.T.G.D.C. aware there is a bridal way and footpath to the church as part of the field in question?

There are not many green areas left in West Thurrock and South Stifford for the residents; the wildlife areas are constantly being eroded which leaves us with a big deficit of green spaces.

Now that the application has been turned down by Thurrock Council what will happen to any further petitions raised that are lodged with the Council?

Are the T.T.G.D.C. planning meetings open to the public?

Sally Lyons assured the meeting the concerns raised would be taken back to the T.T.G.D.C. and any further petitions would be forwarded to the planning department at Thames Gateway. The planning meetings are open to the public and the details would be sent to Gareth Davies once the date for the next meeting has been confirmed  
The next section to be discussed was the Lakeside Basin plan.

Gareth Davies asked how far the consultation has proceeded with the East of England Regional Assembly.    
Sally Lyons said the latest details can be found on the E.E.R.A. website and proceeded to explain the time line of the plan to date (Copy attached) saying the ‘vision’ is still in line with the master plan and continued with a brief outline of the ‘vision’ / plan.

The following points were raised. 
Has the flood plane been taken into account when drawing up these plans?

Yes it has; there are discussions taking place with the Department for the Environment and the Highways Department.
Will there be any compulsory purchases of older properties?

 I could not tell you; it is quite rare for Compulsory Purchase Orders to be raised.

A short discussion took place putting forward suggestions for the types of housing needed for the regeneration of the area.

Peter Matthews asked if gas, water, electricity and sewage supplies would be put in place before the building began and whether the roads would be fit for purpose.

Sally Lyons said she would take all the points raised to the planners.

The last section discussed was the Wouldham Works application.

Gareth Davies sighted the planning application submitted approximately three years ago calling for 900 plus dwellings and showing the second phase of the relief road. The recent plans are for nearly 1,400 dwellings and do not show the relief road; why not?
Sally Lyons said the latest plan was for 1,244 residential units with retail, leisure and business facilities. The Council Highways Department indicated that in time, the relief road would not be required. There will be a transport consultation mid summer.

Gareth Davies thanked Sally Lyons and asked those present to show their appreciation with a round of applause.
   
7. 
Police Report.
P.C.S.O. Manning apologised for not having any crime figures available for the meeting and continued by highlighting two main problems the police are tackling in the area at this time. Firstly there has been a spate of thefts involving the removal of lead from buildings and garages in Purfleet. The crimes are being investigated and the advice is to be vigilant and report any suspicions to the Police. Secondly the increasing numbers of ‘boy racers’ using the roads of West Thurrock; there is a big operation coming up to tackle the problem, no details can be given for obvious reasons.

Peter Matthews asked in the light of a 4.9% increase in Police funding will there be a 4.9% increase in Police presence on the streets.

P.C.S.O. Manning replied saying it was unlikely, sighting the amount of paperwork etc. officers have to complete due to the current system.

A Gentleman resident asked if the Police were aware the padlock had been removed from the gates on the walkway to the rear of Proctor and Gambles and the signs had been vandalised.

P.C.S.O. Manning said they were aware of the problem and the perpetrators had been ‘caught in the act’ on C.C.T.V.

Gareth Davies thanked P.C.S.O. Manning and P.C.S.O. Monksfield for attending the meeting and their valued input. 
8. 
Mary Timlin – Thurrock Independent Advisory Group.
Mary Timlin began by explaining the work of the I.A.G. against Hate and Race crime etc. saying if you have or know anyone who has suffered because of these crimes then please report it to Tess Wisbey a trained Police officer in these matters. The next meeting of the I.A.G will be held on 17th May 2009.
9. 
Any Other Business.
Gareth Davies said the two summer play schemes have been confirmed; 29th July in the West Thurrock Memorial Grounds and 12th August in East Street Park.

Gareth Davies continued saying during the forthcoming planning meeting at the T.T.G.D.C. there will be a three minute slot allocated to speak on the applications being discussed by the committee; he would like to speak as a representative of the Forum on behalf of the residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford. 
Gareth Davies informed everyone that there is to be a public meeting organized by the Police Authority and chaired by Thurrock Council’s representative on the Police Authority in the Council Chamber at the civic offices Grays on 22nd April starting at 7.30pm.
After a short discussion concerning speakers for the next meeting it was agreed to invite Ed Vokes, Highways Department, Thurrock Council and Tess Wisbey from Essex Police.
Ray Barnard advised those present of the function being organised by the C.V.S. at St. Clements for Senior Citizens, offering help and information on a large variety of subjects on Friday 17th April from 10.00am to 2.00pm.   
Gareth Davies reminded those present of the talk given by Gordon Gambier at the last meeting and asked if anyone had any ideas that could be passed on for consideration. A local Blood Clinic and Physiotherapist were suggested.

The A.G.M. for the forum will be held on the first Thursday in July; in line with the constitution advertising will begin after the meeting in June.
Peter Matthews said at the last Bus Users Group meeting the “South Essex Rapid Transit System” was discussed. The buses run in a dedicated lane which allows for rapid transit. On the map showing the routes for Thurrock, the dedicated lane system runs along the London Road; how do they propose to incorporate that with the already huge volumes of traffic that use the road?

Gareth Davies said that was a very interesting question; one that should be put to Ed Vokes at the next meeting.       
Gareth Davies firstly thanked the speakers; Sally Lyons, P.C.S.O. Manning and Mary Timlin for attending the meeting, then Councillor Gerrish and finally the residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford.

The next meeting will held on Thursday 7th May 2009 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m 

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 9.05 p.m.

Number of persons attending the meeting – 22.
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