West Thurrock and South Stifford Peoples

Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 5th November  2009

 At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

Present:     
Gareth Davies                        Chairperson

                      Helen Ormond                       Committee Member

                      Peter Matthews                               "           "

                      Ray Barnard                                    "           "

                      Betty Robertson-Glasgow               "           "

                      Diane Marshall                                "           "

                      Karen Glazard                       Thurrock CVS

                     Jonathan Catton                    Thurrock Museum

                     Gillian Rainbow

   Connexions
                     Elizabeth Man Rey                 Essex Police

                     Cllr Andy Smith                      Ward Councillor

                     Cllr Oliver Gerrish                  Ward Councillor

                     Residents                              of West Thurrock

                     Residents                              of South Stifford 

Meeting Commenced at 7.35 pm

1. Welcome

Gareth Davies welcomed everyone present to the meeting then proceeded to the second item on the agenda.

2. Apologies

Apologies were received from Michele Reynolds, Linda and Jim Retter, Debbie Eveleigh, Kevin Goodrum, Brian Ward and Sarah and Matthew Dinley.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd September, 2009 were passed as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising

The seat in the Remembrance Garden has now been installed and a footpath connecting it to London Road was completed yesterday (4.11.09).  The fencing still had to be repaired but the council say that there is no money available at present to do this. A Council officer suggested that the fence be removed. Removing the fence is not an option as the area needs to be enclosed to prevent vehicles parking and the dumping of rubbish.

Gareth Davies suggested he could ask the council for a quote to repair it and that money from the previous forum funds be used if there is enough.

Ray Barnard said that it may be possible to get a cheaper quote from another source.  He also said that a bollard would prevent future damage from vehicles.

Gareth Davies then asked the Forum for permission to proceed with the funding of repairs from old Forum money.  Forum members agreed to this.

Funding for the palisade fence on the Anchor field Allotments has been agreed and the area is now fenced.  Councillor Andy Smith said that 106 money has been used to fund the fence on the eastern boundary and work will begin early December.  

Cllr Andy Smith wished to thank everyone who has made this possible.  Gareth Davies also thanked Cllr. Andy Smith, PC Elizabeth Man Rey and the Forum.

5. Declaration of Interests

None.

 Guest Speakers 

Guest speakers from Strategic Highways were unable to attend due to illness.  They have agreed to attend the next meeting in January 2010

6. Karen Glazard   Thurrock CVS

Karen spoke to the Forum about Pension Credit.  She explained what it is and gave a brief overview how to apply for Pension Credit and how much a person might receive, depending on income and savings.

She explained that it was easy to access the application form for the pension credit and this could be done by using the freephone number or on line.  Home visits could be arranged to help with completing the form, if preferred.  

She was available after the meeting to answer questions and hand out information leaflets.

7. Connexions Representative

Gillian Rainbow from Connexions appealed to the Forum to support the youth centre at the Rookery in finding new premises as the existing venue is due to be pulled down soon (by end January 2010 latest) and the site redeveloped.  She invited Forum members to a meeting to discuss the issues, to be held at the Rookery youth club venue on 27.11.09 at 7 pm.

8. Elizabeth Man Rey, Essex Police

PC Man Rey brought the latest local crime figures to the Forum.  She emphasised that they also include the figures for Lakeside, hence the high number of shoplifting offences and theft from cars.  

The first NAPs meeting took place at St Clements on               .

PC Man Rey said that she hoped to see and increase in the number of people attending at the next meeting on 10th December at 6.30 pm.  She said that people need to bring requests for policing priorities in the area.

She was aware that motorcycles were a problem on the Anchorfield allotments and neighbouring fields and had received complaints from residents who live nearby.

Ray Barnard added that he had attended the first meeting and had offered to become the chairperson for the group.  He also stressed the need to publicise meetings more widely and to encourage people to bring issues and concerns to the attention of the police so that they could be resolved.  The community needs to be involved to stop nuisance issues.

A resident suggested that 'kissing gates' be installed on fields and other sites to prevent motorbikers accessing them.  Oliver Gerrish was asked to look into the possibility of this.

It was felt that traffic management measures to control the boy racers in Oliver Road may stop them using the road as a race track but could also result in them moving to another area and causing a nuisance there.  The police have also issued automatic fines as a deterrent.

Cllr. Andy Smith feels that speed bumps are the answer to the racing problem.

9. Jonathan Catton, Thurrock Museum

Jonathan Catton spoke to the Forum about the brass plaque that commemorates the fallen and those who served in World War 1.  The plaque is being temporarily housed at the Purfleet Heritage Centre until a permanent place can be found for it in West Thurrock.

Jonathan explained that he is the heritage officer for Thurrock and then showed a slide show of exhibits that are at the Thurrock Museum.  It was a very interesting talk with several photos of old West Thurrock.

Gareth Davies thanked Jonathan for the presentation.

A Forum member suggested placing the plaque in old St. Clement's church.  It was pointed out that there may be difficulties in accessing and viewing it there as the church was not always open to the public.  It is not possible to have it at the new St. Clements building.  Jonathan Catton was asked to approach Procter and Gamble with a view to placing the plaque there permanently. 

10. Funding Requests

Litter Bins.  There have been several requests for litter bins to be placed outside the sandwich shop and also outside the Magno Café.  The bin that used to be on the lamp post outside the sandwich shop has now gone.

Gareth Davies pointed out that the problem with supplying bins was that the council wanted to charge the Forum for emptying them.  Cllrs Andy Smith and Oliver Gerrish were asked to support the proposal that we purchase the bins but the council empty them.

Gareth Davies stated that the outstanding money needs to be spent before end February and that we need suggestions as to what the money can be spent on.

£25000 Playbuilder money comes from a separate fund as does the funding for Palmerston Park.  Thurrock Council received £1.3m to spend on parks.  Phase 1 is complete and phase 2 ongoing. 

Gareth Davies proposed that the Forum pay for two new bins and that he liaise with the council about the sighting of the said bins.  
The proposal was carried unanimously.

Other funding issues included the Bar n' Bus funding for next year and a suggestion was put forward that a large planter be placed near the bench in the Garden of Remembrance (Memorial garden).  Gareth Davies pointed out that we would be responsible for its upkeep and that it could be planted with flowers.  Ray Barnard suggested that perhaps members of the Anchorfield allotments would be prepared to share their expertise with a group of people who were keen to take care of the planter.  Valerie Ward said that she would take the suggestion to the allotment association.

Danny Sedano from Grays Team Ministry said that the St Clement's Mother and Toddler group were raising funds to take the children to a farm to see the animals before Christmas.  Gareth Davies proposed that a sum of £500 could be set aside to cover the costs of the trip for the St. Clement's mother and Toddler group.  The proposal was carried unanimously.

11. Any Other Business

Peter Matthews asked if there was to be a dedication ceremony for the new memorial garden.  Ray Barnard explained that St Clement's intends to dedicate the Remembrance Garden.  No date has yet been set but it was felt that April or May would be good.

He also asked if the donation of £250 per year paid to the British Legion for keeping the plaque on their premises would now be paid to the Purfleet Heritage Centre.  Gareth Davies replied that if the plaque was at the Purfleet Heritage Centre for any length of time the donation should be made.  However this would be sorted out once the plaque was relocated.

One resident was concerned that the new recycling centre in West Thurrock would be used by people from outside the borough and wanted assurance that it would only be available to Thurrock residents.  Gareth Davies said that proof of residency would have to be provided in order to access the site.

Some residents expressed concerns that TTGDC had purchased land that maybe for housing and that the housing may consist of blocks of flats instead of 3, 4 and 5 bedroom houses that were needed more.

Cllr Oliver Gerrish gave a brief update on a recent Strategis Highways report about HGVs on London Road.  He said that there was some success in the final report as some of the options would remain open, eg. Phase 2 of the West Thurrock relief road.  Pressure needs to be kept up to make this happen.  There is a council meeting on 25 November when this issue will be discussed and members of the Forum have been asked to go and show their support for the cause.

Mary Timlin from IAG reported that some residents had experienced problems with dust as the old West Thurrock primary school was demolished.  There were particular concerns about asbestos when the boiler house was demolished.  She also reported that there had been an increase in rats since the demolition.  The complaints were passed to the councillors to sort out.

Mary also said that a meeting of the IAG was held on 16 September but there was nothing to report.  She asked that any issues and concerns about the community could be raised at the next meeting.

PC Man Rey advised us that a new electronics shop in Lakeside is due to open on 26th November with the official opening on 28th and this would probably result in a heavier than usual volume of traffic in the Lakeside area.

12. Date and time of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on 7th January 2010 at 7.30 in St. Clement's Hall.

Speakers from the Strategic Highways Committee will be attending

Gareth Davies thanked all the speakers of the evening and asked the Forum for a round of applause.  He also said that it was good to see some new faces.  He finished by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

There being nothing else to discuss, the meeting closed at 9 pm.

Number of persons attending - 29.

Approved as a true and correct record.
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