West Thurrock and South Stifford

Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 6th  November 2008 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

 Present:


Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.





Ray Barnard


Vice Chairperson.

Diane Marshall 

Treasurer.

David Jones


Secretary.

Betty Robertson-Glasgow
Committee Member.





Carol Wilkins


Committee Member.





Debbie Eveleigh

Committee Member.





Peter Matthews

Committee Member.





Helen Ormond


Committee Member.





Luke Addams

Essex Police.





Clr. Andy Smith

Ward Councillor.
Residents 


of West Thurrock.





Residents 


of South Stifford.

Meeting commenced at 7.42pm.

The meeting was split between two venues, beginning in the main church with a presentation from Luke Addams on Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults. Once an unfortunate ‘technical hitch’ was over come the talk proceeded without any presentation slides. After the introduction, which highlighted the lack of awareness of vulnerable adults, Luke Addams gave an in depth explanation of the plight of venerable adults and the legislation introduced by both government and local authorities since 2000 to help and support these unfortunate people. The procedures which Thurrock Council operates under were explained next with a plea to everyone present to report any incidents of abuse or exploitation to the council immediately so the vulnerable person can be helped and protected.

The parting message to the meeting was “please be our eyes and ears” and help to protect the vulnerable people in our community.   
Once the presentation finished Gareth Davies thanked Luke Addams and the ‘meeting’ moved into the church hall.   

Meeting Agenda.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies thanked Luke Addams for his excellent presentation and welcomed everyone present to the meeting. 
2.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from Kevin Goodrum, Rev. Michelle Reynolds, Mike Dench, Wendy Mayo, Mary Timlin, Clr. Julianne Burkey and Clr. Oliver Gerrish.
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.


The minutes from the previous meeting were passed as a true record of the meeting.
4.
Maters Arising.
1) 
The point raised by Peter Matthews concerning street cleaning in the area; a letter has been sent to the Head of Department for Cleaning and Greening at Thurrock Council to which there has been no reply to date. This will be progressed on Monday 10th November 2008. 

2)
The issue raised over the manhole cover in the Chase; the Council’s highways department say the Chase is on private land and it is the responsibility of the landowner to carryout any repairs. This item will be investigated further.

3)
With reference to the request for a letter to be sent to the Chief Constable concerning the lack of direct contact with Grays Police Station “after hours”; a letter was sent to Mr. Roger Baker informing him of this problem to which a phone call was made to the Forum Chairperson asking for the direct contact details for the resident who raised the query.  
5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. No declarations were expressed.
6. 
Guest 1 – Luke Addams.

This item on the agenda was covered by the opening presentation.

7. 
Guest 2 – Mary Timlin.
Unfortunately Mary Timlin was unable to attend the meeting; in her place P.C.S.O. Shane Brook gave the meeting the up dated crime figures for October. The figures were a great improvement on those for August which were reported in the minutes of the Forum meeting held on 4th September 2008. Those present were reminded of the Police ‘walk in’ surgery being held tomorrow, Friday 7th November, at Cowdray Hall between 4.00pm and 5.00pm. 

A resident asked if the timing for future meeting could be later to allow those who work to attend and Gareth Davies asked for the details of future meeting to be passed to him to allow them to be published in meeting minutes and on the Forum’s website.
Gareth Davies then asked the meeting to put forward three or four high priority problems the P.C.S.O.’s could look into. The suggestions were –

1)
Illegal parking in Moore Avenue; the vehicles in question have no road tax or insurance despite contacting the D.V.L.A. and Thurrock Council nothing has been done. 

2)
Illegal parking of H.G.V.’s in the area.

3)
The Ryan Daly memorial on the corner of Moore Avenue and London Road being used as a “drinking haunt” and a public toilet. The situation is getting worse.

4)
Speeding along the London Road; it is another tragic accident waiting to happen if nothing is done about the problem.

These problems will be investigated by the P.C.S.O.’s and an update will be available for the next

meeting.
8. 
Discussion on Play Areas.
Gareth Davies began by outlining the “Play Builder” scheme in which Thurrock Council has £1.2 million in funding to improve play areas in Thurrock. One of the requirements of the scheme is: 
“Children and young people and their communities must be involved in deciding what should be in the play space and what the money should be spent on. Funding is targeted at children aged 8-13. The design and equipment must be targeted at this age range but can be inclusive of other age groups.”

There are four ‘parks’ in West Thurrock and South Stifford; East Street, The “Rec”, Palmerston Park and Southview play area. The residents must decide which one should be put forward for the scheme. There are two venues which could be discounted; East Street Park because of planning permissions in the ‘pipeline’ and The ‘Rec’ because of monies spent there this year and last; leaving Palmerston Park and Southview play area ‘in the running’.  There is a possibility of the grant being split between two areas. 
Andrea Winterflood, from the Play Partnership for Thurrock, will be attending the next meeting to give an overview of the project. A full discussion will take place after the presentation and a decision will have to be made on which park will be put forward for the grant.  
9.
Funding Applications
The discussion began with prioritising the list of funding proposals put forward at the last meeting. It was decided by those present that three of the proposals would be removed from the list; 
“Rockery Court garden area”; this project could funding by the Housing Department.
“Petition to be raised regarding poor visibility turning into London Road / traffic monitoring scheme to ascertain the level of traffic”; this project is the responsibility of the Highway Department, further discussions will be held at a later meeting.

“Play area in Southview Road – equipment”; this project could be part of the ‘Play Builder’ grant application. 

The following proposals were prioritised in order with any points raised included;
1) Sponsor summer play groups – East Street and West Thurrock Rec.
The approximate value of the application is £1,600.00
2) Bar n’ Bus.
The approximate value of the application is £2,300.00
3) Funding for safety play equipment for Tot Stop Playgroup, Cowdray Hall, West Thurrock.
The approximate value of the application is £300.00
4) Funding plants for Ryan Daly’s memorial at Moore Avenue.
The approximate value of the application is £200.00
5) Cleaner streets in West Thurrock and South Stifford. 

After further discussions it was felt by those present this proposal is the responsibility of Thurrock Council. The Cleaning and Greening Department will be invited to attend another meeting to resolve this issue. 
6) Benches and litter bins.
After further discussions the consensus was the litter bins were the responsibility of Thurrock Council. A proposal was put forward to site a bench near the ‘sandwich shop’ in London Road; it was suggested the Forum should wait and ‘see how the ground settles first’ before installing the bench.   
7) Some grass seeds for the green verges in Second Avenue. Some people have seeded outside their homes to bring some beauty to the avenue.
Costings for this project to be obtained.
8) Christmas Party / Carol Service.
It was the consensus of those present there would be many Carol Services arranged for the Christmas period; suggestions were put forward for future discussion for a large Community event; possibly a Summer Bar-B-Q in the Park. This proposal will be discussed at a future meeting.

Clr. Andy Smith will investigate three questions raised during these discussions. Gareth Davies concluded saying the funding must be spent by the last day of February 2009.  
10. 
Any Other Business.
Debbie Eveleigh asked what was being done to combat the horrendous health and safety problems that exist with the properties at 310 and 312 London Road. They are both empty with piles of rubbish outside and are now infested with rats. What is the Council going to do to rectify the situation?
Gareth Davies asked Clr. Andy Smith if he would investigate as soon as possible and keep the residents informed of the progress.

Betty Robertson-Glasgow informed those present of a fund-raising ‘Quiz Nite’ organised by the Cowdray Hall Management Committee being held on 29th November 2008 at Cowdray Hall.
Gareth Davies firstly thanked the speakers; Luke Addams and the Police for attending the meeting, then Councillor Smith and finally the residents. 

The next meeting will held on Thursday 4th December 2008 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m 

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 8.55 p.m.

Number of persons attending the meeting – 21.

