West Thurrock and South Stifford

Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 2nd  October 2008 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

 Present:


Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.





Ray Barnard


Vice Chairperson.

Diane Marshall 

Treasurer.

David Jones


Secretary.

Betty Robertson-Glasgow
Committee Member.





Carol Wilkins


Committee Member.





Debbie Eveleigh

Committee Member.





Peter Matthews

Committee Member.





Helen Ormond


Committee Member.

Mike Dench


Ex Officio Committee Member.

Mary Timlin 


Thurrock Independent Advisory Group. 

Clr. Oliver Gerrish

Ward Councillor.
Residents 


of West Thurrock.





Residents 


of South Stifford.

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies welcomed everyone present to the meeting. 
2.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from Kevin Goodrum, Clr. Julianne Burkey and Clr. Andy Smith.
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.

The minutes from the previous meeting were passed as a true record of the meeting.
Ray Barnard put forward a vote of thanks to the Secretary for the in depth and concise reporting of the minutes.  

4.
Maters Arising.
Peter Matthews raised the point of street cleaning in the area; according to the Head of Environment at the Council, West Thurrock is generally swept by machine and litter picked by hand. It may be the case in Stifford Clays, Chafford Hundred and elsewhere in the borough. It does not happen in West Thurrock and South Stifford.

Gareth Davies said he will speak to the Head of Environmental Services on this matter.

Mike Dench said concerning a request for funding from Rookery Court, an application for funding was sent to B & Q. A letter has been received from B & Q stating they had “run out of funding”.
Concerning the points raised regarding leaf sweeping and bulb planting at a previous meeting; whilst the bulb planting has been given the ‘go ahead’ it will need to be confirmed with Mr. Farrow before proceeding and the subject of leaf sweeping will be discussed at the same time. 
Gareth Davies said the Police should be attending this evening’s meeting to give an update on the crime figures for the area, but as yet they have not arrived.
There was also due to be a presentation of a cheque to the St. Clements Mother and Toddler Group but, unfortunately, one of the recipients was in hospital and the other was unable to attend, therefore the cheque will be presented on Thursday 9th October which will enable a group photograph to be taken of the mothers and children at the presentation.  
5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. 
An amusing declaration was made by Ray Barnard; “It is time for me to make the teas and coffees for our guests”.

6.
Open discussion on Funding.

The discussion began with the proposed memorial area in the grounds of St. Clements. Clr. Gerrish will investigate if permission can be granted for the Remembrance Garden. 
With reference to litter bins and benches, as discussed at the previous meeting, costs of the litter bins are approximately £500.00 whilst the benches are approximately £1,000.00 each from Thurrock Council. The downside of the Forum funding litter bins is the cost of having them emptied by Thurrock Council; £1.22 per week, per bin!

Rey Barnard will source and cost these items to find a better ‘deal’.

Gareth Davies explained to the meeting the process of the Forum funding; the Forum must spend the allocated monies by the last day of February 2009. This year’s allocation is £8,100.00, less the £500.00 given to the St. Clements Mother and Toddler Group and £400.00 for Forum running costs.

The proposal is to make a list of funding ideas at this meeting which will be discussed in depth at the next meeting enabling the funding applications to be prepared and put forward.  
A short discussion took place concerning the junction of Palmerston Road and London Road; since the lay-by’s were introduced and with the unprecedented increase in traffic along the London Road, try to exit from Palmerstone Road is fraught with danger; a serious accident waiting to happen.

The meeting then adopted a relaxed atmosphere with refreshments and individual discussions on ideas for funding and improvements for the area. During this time suggestions were noted and are as follows: -


Rookery Court Garden Area.


Christmas Party / Carol Service.

Petition to be raised regarding the poor visibility turning into London Road / Traffic monitoring scheme to ascertain the level of traffic.

Some grass seeds for the green verges in Second Avenue. Some people have seeded outside their homes to bring some beauty to the avenue.


Funding for safety play equipment for Tot Stop Playgroup, Cowdray Hall, West Thurrock.


Sponsor summer play groups – East Street and West Thurrock Rec.


Bar n’ Bus.


Play area in Southview Road – equipment.


Benches and litter bins.


Funding plants for Ryan Daly’s memorial at Moore Avenue.


More cleaner streets in Thurrock.

  
The meeting then returned to the agenda.
Mike Dench said before we continue I would like to say ‘well done Chair, you make things easier for people to make themselves heard’.
This point was agreed whole heartedly by everyone present.

Ray Barnard suggested the committee should write to local business for funding.

This will be considered by the committee and acted upon.          
7. 
Any Other Business.
Gareth Davies reminded everyone present the consultation period for the 7.5 tonne weight limit on Devonshire Road has only one week left for response. Individual letters need to be sent to Andy Millard before the close of the consultation period.
Peter Matthews suggested a copy of the letter should be sent to the Thurrock Gazette.

Linda Retter asked if a New Year’s Eve party could be organised.

Debbie Eveleigh asked when the road works on London Road will be finished.

A short discussion took place ending with Gareth Davies saying he will contact Ed Vokes urgently for an answer.
Peter Matthews enquired if a letter could be sent to the Chief Constable of Essex Police concerning the lack of direct contact with Grays Police Station. When trying to report two incidents he was, firstly, routed through to Cambridge Police and then to ‘who knows where’.

A letter will be sent to Mr. Roger Baker concerning this matter. 
Betty Robertson-Glasgow said the P.C.S.O.’s hold a monthly surgery at Cowdray Hall; unfortunately attendance by residents is very low or non existent. Could this be better publicised?    

Gareth Davies thanked the residents and Councillor Gerrish for attending the meeting
The next meeting will held on Thursday 6th November 2008 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m. 

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 9.00 p.m.

Number of persons attending the meeting – 22.

