West Thurrock and South Stifford

Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 4th September 2008 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

 Present:


Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.





Ray Barnard


Vice Chairperson.

David Jones


Secretary.

Betty Robertson-Glasgow
Committee Member.





Kevin Goodrum

Committee Member.





Carol Wilkins


Committee Member.





Debbie Eveleigh

Committee Member.





Peter Matthews

Committee Member.





Helen Ormond


Committee Member.

Mike Dench


Ex Officio Committee Member.





Essex Fire Authority.

Essex Police.





Mary Timlin 


Thurrock Independent Advisory Group. 

Clr. Oliver Gerrish

Ward Councillor.
Residents 


of West Thurrock.





Residents 


of South Stifford.

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

The meeting was split between two venues, beginning in the main church with a presentation from Myles Rapley of the Essex Fire Authority on fire prevention and fire safety. After the introduction which covered the numerous changes that have taken place within the Fire Service over the recent years; Myles Rapley then moved on to explain the present day operation of the service which now includes ever increasing attendance to road traffic accidents; an in depth explanation of the causes of road accidents was ‘eye opening’. The talk continued with a ‘power point’ presentation which took the audience through a step by step process of how house fires can start and the precautions that can be taken to help prevent fires starting and the escape procedures should a fire start in the home. Finally two of the services that are offered by the Fire Authority were explained; firstly the Fire Service Counselling Service for young people with a fixation for starting fires etc. and the Home Fire Safety visits which is a free service to advice residents on fire safety in their homes and the installation of smoke alarms, free of charge, if required.    
Once the presentation finished Gareth Davies thanked Myles Rapley and the ‘meeting’ moved into the church hall.   

Meeting Agenda.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies thanked Myles Rapley for his excellent presentation and welcomed everyone present to the meeting. 
2.
Apologies.
Apologies were received from Diane Marshall, Clr. Julianne Burkey and Clr. Andy Smith.
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.

The following points were raised from the previous minutes;
An apology submitted by Helen Ormond was not minuted.

The point raised by Mike Dench – “if you see any graffiti report it to the team and it will be removed within 24 hours” needs clarification and should read “obscene or abusive graffiti” otherwise it suggests all graffiti will be removed in 24 hours.

4.
Maters Arising.
Gareth Davies began by saying he had received a response to the questions posed to the guests at last months meeting and proceeded to read the replies. At the end of the reading it was the consensus the responses were positive but did not answer all the questions asked at the previous meeting.

A copy of the replies is attached to these minutes as appendix A for all to read.  
5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. No declarations were expressed.
6. 
Guest 1 – Essex Authority.

This item on the agenda was covered by the opening presentation.

7. 
Guest 2 – PCSO Ann Monksfield.
Gareth Davies introduced PCSO Ann Monksfield from Essex Police. After the introduction and a brief insight into her role in the community PCSO ANN Monksfield handed over to Sergeant Andy Lawrence for a discussion on the crime figures for West Thurrock and South Stifford beginning with an in depth explanation of how the figures are calculated and the various factors that have to taken into consideration. For example the high rate of vehicle related crime that takes place in the area has many factors that have to be considered to give a true representative picture that can target the ‘hot spots’ and make best use of police resources. The crime figures for August were presented next; these were as follows: -

Criminal Damage. 



19 offences.

Theft. 

 



15 offences.


Theft from Motor Vehicles. 


15 offences.


Theft of motor vehicles. 

  
  9 offences.


Burglary – Other. 


 
  8 offences.


Fraud – Making off without payment.
 
  7 offences.


ABH – Male.




  5 offences.


Burglary – Dwellings.
 


  4 offences.


ABH – Female. 



  3 offences.


Common Assault – Female.


  3 offences.

Comparing the figures for Anti-Social Behaviour by young people for the months of July and August show 13 reported offences for July and 14 reported offences for August. Although not good the figures are not too bad considering this is at the height of the school summer holidays.
Sergeant Andy Lawrence thanked everyone for listening and asked if there were any questions from the floor.

A lady resident suggested the Probation Service could be contacted and asked to supply teams to help clear up the leaves that fall in the autumn and generally keep the streets tidy.

A lady resident said if you have problems with anti-social behaviour don’t bother to ring the police as you get no response to telephone calls or e-mails. I suffer from excessive noise until 1.30 to 2.00am in the morning and despite reporting it I have had no response.

Sergeant Lawrence replied saying the police only have limited powers to deal with this type of behaviour. The best course of action is to contact the Anti-Social Behaviour team at Thurrock Council and for excessive noise nuisance contact the Environmental Health team. 

Mike Dench advised anyone who has problems with anti-social behaviour to keep a diary and record the times and dates and type of behaviour for their own records which can then be used when contacting the local authority.

Sergeant Andy Lawrence suggested those affected should contact the Anti-Social Behaviour Team and request a pack which contains advice, a diary and a pre paid envelope to send the diary to the team which will help build a case against the perpetrators

There being no further questions Gareth Davies thanked Sergeant Andy Lawrence and PCSO Ann Monksfield for their very informative presentation. 
Before the next item on the agenda Gareth Davies introduced Mary Timlin; a member of the Thurrock Independent Advisory Group. After a resume of personal experiences which lead to her membership of the Advisory Group, Mary Timlin gave a brief outline of the work carried out by the Group to enhance community and police cohesion and help form policies and practices which will greatly benefit the community. The Group is looking for new members; contact details were made available after the meeting.

Gareth Davies thanked Mary Timlin for her input to the meeting.               

8. 
Any Other Business.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any points for discussion under ‘any other business’. A number of local events taking place over the next few weeks were advised: -
A Dog Show on Sunday 14th September at Davey Down starting at 10.00am.

A ‘garage sale’ on Saturday 6th September in Moore Avenue in aid of Thurrock Animal Welfare.

Also on Sunday 14th September a day of interest at the Heritage Centre in Purfleet.

A range of Heritage events under the title of ‘Fun Fort Three’ are taking place from the 11th September to 14th September at Tilbury Fort.

Helen Ormond said she had received notification of proposed building plans for a site opposite where she lived which invited comment from the residents. The viewing of the plans was timed for during the day and as she works she would not be able to attend. “How can I make any comment without seeing the plans”?

Gareth Davies suggested speaking to Councillor Gerrish after the meeting who will, no doubt, be able to help her. 

The next item for discussion was a funding application from Rookery Court for plants, pots etc. for a garden project. The funding request was for £550.00. 

Mike Dench said B & Q have a scheme for funding small public projects and offered to investigate and contact Gareth Davies with his findings.
Andrew Roast asked if the applicants had considered ‘match funding’.
The discussion continued with various comments and suggestions indicating the meeting was in general favour of supporting the application once further details had be submitted by the applicants. The discussion culminated with an agreement in favour of supporting the project if other options suggested during the discussion failed.

Ray Barnard advised the meeting of the progress made to date with the memorial area in the grounds of St. Clements. The next step is to bring the project to the attention of the wider public.

Continuing on this theme various points were raised including the memorial stone held for safe keeping at the Royal British Legion Club in Grays; a book of remembrance and other suggestions, including benches, to enhance the area.
Items for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting will be litter bins for the area; possibly one or two; this could depend on whether the bins can be included on the weekly refuse collection rota and would be emptied on a regular bases and the booking of ‘play days’ in East Street Park and the Memorial Ground for next year. 
Gareth Davies firstly thanked the speakers from the Fire Authority and the Police for attending the meeting, then Councillor Gerrish and finally the residents. 

The next meeting will held on Thursday 2nd October 2008 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m 

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 9.00 p.m.

Number of persons attending the meeting – 29.

Appendix A.

Answers to questions raised at August Forum meeting.
1. London Road speed cushions - problems with alignment – 
LB and I travelled this way this morning and concurred that this was not a significant problem and further alterations would not be cost effective. 
2. Problems at the entrance to Moore Avenue (London Road) relating to positioning of bollards - difficult to turn R into Moore Avenue if traffic waiting to exit. - LB / Traffic
Service Request, although some maintenance works are needed and programmed for this year (resurfacing and possibly drainage)   Check whether we can incorporate something with his works.
3. Can signing be altered to differentiate between the old St Clements church (heritage site) and the new church in the London Road centre - LB / PW 
This is difficult with two churches with the same name. The heritage one  is signed with a brown signing. Will process as a Service Request.
4. Request to consider reopening of the non-London Road end of Mill Lane LB / Traffic 
The initial consideration is the need for the re-opening and the transportation issues if it is re-opened. 

5. What is the status of the proposed rab at London Road / Mill Lane and pedestrian xing at The Shant PH?   LB / Traffic
Scheme was cancelled as not enough funding for all the works that were required. 
6. Can the Forum be briefed on the imminent changes to bus services in the vicinity (Ensign / Sunday 100), insofar as they are aspirational / confirmed  JP
7. What is the status of the planning permission for the lorry parking in a residential area at The Cabin ND 
Q 7. Ed,  Regarding your email. Paul Clark sent the following: 
"With respect to point 7 of Ed's e-mail regarding the lorry park as best I can tell planning permission was granted by Essex County Council under application reference T/THU/638/67.  Two conditions were imposed regarding details of layout and surfacing, and stipulating all access should be from Manor Road."
i.e. it was permitted by ECC in 1967/68 with very few conditions. 

Nathan 
8. Can railings in the vicinity of the Devonshire Road / London Road junction be put back from the carriageway and bollards placed to protect pedestrians LB / Traffic 
As Service Request
9. Gulleys need inspecting along London Road between Devonshire and Stoneness.  Claims of grass       growing out of some.  LB / AB 
Area will be inspected.
10. Can anything be done to improve sightlines on exit from Palmerston Road onto London Road (eg a mirror) LB / Traffic 
We are not permitted to place mirrors on the highway.  It would be difficult to improve the sight lines without affecting the parking lay by. This can be investigated when London Road is ranked highly enough on our AIP prioritisation. Logged individually as a Service Request
Mr Davies

Below is a response to the questions raised at the last meeting that relate to the environment department:-

The overgrowth on the pavement in London Road is on our maintenance list and will be taken care of shortly.

Requests for litter bins are being collated and will be considered later in the year. Any offer from the forum for funding would be helpful.

We have increased maintenance at West Thurrock cemetery in response so some complaints and I have inspected on a couple of occasions to confirm that this has been effective. We will be making a bid for additional funds to repair the boundary wall and the church roof later this year for 09/10. 

The fence request relates to footpath 16 which runs at the top of the cemetery. The fence would restrict access to motorbikes but not walkers. This is being handled by our highways team.

West Thurrock is generally swept by machine and litter picked by hand, consistent with the rest of Thurrock.

The area near the hall referred to as a car park has been rotovated and seeded but there are no plans at this stage to introduce a bench. Perhaps this is something the forum might consider funding.

Could I suggest Esme Gray makes contact with myself or Andrea Wonterflood so we can discuss her views on the play area in south road?


I hope that helps you with the meeting tonight.

Andrew
Andrew Murphy
Head of Environment

