West Thurrock and South Stifford

Peoples Community Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 7th August 2008 
At St. Clements Church Hall, West Thurrock.

 Present:



Gareth Davies 


Chairperson.






Ray Barnard


Vice Chairperson.

Diane Marshall 

Treasurer.

David Jones


Secretary.

Betty Robertson-Glasgow
Committee Member.






Kevin Goodrum

Committee Member.






Carol Wilkin


Committee Member.






Debbie Eveleigh

Committee Member.






Peter Matthews

Committee Member.






Julieann Burkey

Committee Member.





Mike Dench


Ex Officio Committee Member.

Wendy Mayo


Ngage.







Essex Police.






Thurrock Council.

Clr. Oliver Gerrish

Ward Councillor.
Clr. Andy Smith

Ward Councillor.

Residents 


of West Thurrock.






Residents 


of South Stifford.
Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.


The meeting was split between two venues, beginning in the main church with a presentation from 

Alan Twine, Crime Reduction Officer from Essex Police, on the subject of Neighbourhood Watch. The introduction outlined the history of the rise and fall of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in Thurrock and the efforts to launch a new scheme through the use of a slide show and a short video. A new steering group has been set up in conjunction with the Police to oversee and advise the residents of Thurrock who wish to start a Neighbourhood Watch initiative in their area. 

After an informative question and answer session the meeting moved to the church hall. 

Contact details for the Neighbourhood Watch scheme are:-

www.thurrockneighbourhoodwatch.co.uk and telephone: - 0300 333 4444 (daytime)      
Meeting Agenda.

1.
Welcome.

Gareth Davies thanked Alan Twine for his excellent presentation and welcomed everyone present to the meeting. The literature distributed to the meeting was explained and a special point was raised concerning item 5 on the agenda; ‘Declaration of Interests”.   
2.
Apologies.
No apologies were submitted.
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting.

There were no minutes to discuss as the previous meeting was the A.G.M. and these minutes will be discussed at the next A.G.M.
4.
Maters Arising.

There were no matters arising.
5. 
Declaration of Interests.
Gareth Davies asked if there were any “declarations of interest” to be noted at this time. No declarations were expressed.
6. 
Guest 1 – Essex Police.

This item on the agenda was covered by the opening presentation.

7. 
Guest 2 – Cleaning and Greening.
Gareth Davies welcomed Lucy Magill from Thurrock Council to answer issues on ‘Cleaning and Greening’.
Lucy Magill began by introducing herself and giving a working insight into the department of the Environmental Enforcement Team. The responsibilities of the team cover a wide remit which includes graffiti; fly tipping, parks and gardens etc. The incidences of graffiti in the borough are decreasing due to the measures introduced recently and ongoing work with young people. Information from residents is helping identify hotspots of graffiti, fly tipping and other problems which affect their daily lives. 

Lucy Magill then asked if there were any questions or comments.

Peter Matthews said the roadside drainage under the railway bridge in London Road seems to be coping better; there was a reduction in surface water after the storms a few days ago. The main problem now is the shrubs and undergrowth growing over the pavement from the railway bridge to the Old Shant pub.

 A Lady Resident said she would like to thank the Ward Councillors and the cleaning team for their help in solving her problem.

A Gentleman Resident said there is a marked lack of litter bins in the area; why?

Lucy Magill replied the problems of the overgrown footpaths along London Road and the lack of litter bins are under review.
Gareth Davies said the Forum can help with funding for litter bins. This and other ideas for funding can be discussed at the next meeting.
A Gentleman Resident highlighted the problems with the cemetery in Sandy Lane. It is disgusting; overgrown and no care is taken. Since the road near the cemetery has been built it has been a nightmare; with children, dogs and mess being left everywhere. How can you pay your respects to your loved ones in this environment?

PCSO Ribbons said there were discussions with Thurrock Council to fence off the area. At the moment they are awaiting answer as to who owns the land.

Lucy Magill said the area was under review with the emphasis on the cemetery and the surrounding area.

Clr. Smith said the Council was working O.K. but needed to run tight schedules to resolve the problems.

A Lady Resident asked if there were any road sweepers in West Thurrock. Human ones not mechanical ones.

A Gentleman Resident said a petition was tabled in March concerning the car park behind the hall; to introduce grass, flowers and benches. We are still waiting for an answer.

Esme Gray highlighted the disused children’s play area in South view Road. Despite numerous telephone calls etc. nothing has been done.

Lucy Magill said all these points raised will be looked into as soon as she returns to the office.

Ray Barnard asked when the answers would be forthcoming.

Lucy Magill replied the answers to the urgent questions will be given to the Chairperson of the Forum as soon as possible and the rest will be available for the meeting on the 4th September.

A Gentleman Resident asked about the ‘graffiti van’.

Lucy Magill said all graffiti in the borough was monitored. When the team attend a site photographs of the “tag” are taken first before the area is cleaned up so the culprits can be caught.

Another deterrent has been introduced; as of this week P.C.S.O.’s can issue fixed penalty notices to anyone caught painting graffiti anywhere.
Mike Dench reminded everyone present; if you see any graffiti report it to the team and it will be removed within 24 hours.

There being no further questions Gareth Davies thank Lucy Magill for her informative presentation.      
8. 
Guest 3 – Highways.
Gareth Davies welcomed Ed Vokes from Thurrock Council to answer issues on ‘Highways’ that affect the residents of West Thurrock and South Stifford.
Ed Vokes began his introduction with an insight into the operations of the highway’s department and the constraints it is placed under. Future growth of the borough depends on the proper planning and implementation of highway schemes to ensure the concerns of residents and business are taken into consideration. 

Ed Vokes then asked if there were any questions or comments.

Debbie Eveleigh said the road layout from Askews Farm Lane to Rosebury Road was bad enough; since the alterations we are now left with speed humps that are not even straight and cause more problems than before and the bus lane is being used by vans etc. Does anyone from you department actually look at the condition of the roads? At the end of Moore Avenue the road is crumbling and becoming a danger to road users.

Ed Vokes replied I agree with you the speed humps are not straight; this situation will be looked into. The problem with the bus lane is its use is not enforceable at the moment; but we are working on it.

The department is aware of the problem with the surface of London Road at the junction of Moore Avenue; it has been recognised as a priority although it is not on the programme. The engineer’s recommendation is the repairs are urgent.

A Gentleman Resident asked why is Thurrock one big lorry park with H.G.V.’s being parked on pavements, outside people’s house etc. The actions of the drivers leave a lot to be desired; reversing onto roundabouts, ignoring weight limit signs etc.

Gareth Davies said the Council were looking into the provision of two large lorry parks; one in the east of the borough and one in the west.

Diane Marshall said the ‘give way’ indicator for the bus lane in the road layout from Askews Farm Lane to Rosebury Road is on the wrong side; this is a serious accident waiting to happen. Another dangerous hotspot is at Moore Avenue. If you are travelling east towards Grays on the London Road and want to turn left into Moore Avenue with a vehicle coming out of Moore Avenue then you can not because the road is too narrow.
Ed Vokes replied saying he will try and answer the points in order. We are aware of the problems caused to residents by the indiscriminate parking of H.G.V.’s. This issue can not be resolved with any ‘short term fix’. For the long term, land allocation needs to be investigated along with the forming of a ‘Parking Enforcement Team’ who can issue parking tickets to H.G.V.’s, we can then consider the possibility of vehicle clamping etc. etc. In the short term we need to look at the lorry parks that are available and introduce overnight parking bans.

A Gentleman Resident asked if the Car / Coach park near Safeway’s had been considered.

Ed Vokes replied planning permission was being sort for a lorry park for the short term.

Rev. Michelle Reynolds asked if the road signs for St. Clements could be updated as the existing signs point to the old St. Clements church and should be the brown ‘heritage’ signs.

A Lady Resident asked if the top end of Mill Lane could be opened to allow safer access in and out. To try and join London Road is a nightmare; one day there will be a serious accident.
Gareth Davies said there were plans published and a resident’s consultation on the building of a roundabout at Mill Lane and Zebra crossing further along the London Road. We are still awaiting the Council’s deliberations.
A Gentleman Resident asked for an update on the situation of the speeding cars at Lakeside. 

Sergeant Lawrence said a dispersal order has been initiated to combat the problem of “boy racers” and is taking effect.

Lucy Magill added the dispersal order is working and if this is ignored then an Anti-social Behaviour Order will be issued. Arena Essex has started to ‘open their doors’ to allow them access which has been successful to date.

Peter Matthews raised a point concerning Public Transport saying Ensign Buses are going to make alterations to their services. One being to the time table of the 100 service; this will be changed to an hourly service from mid September.
Ed Vokes asked if the information had come from the report issued by the Bus Users Group.
Peter Matthews replied it had and he was a member of the Bus Users Group.

A Gentleman Resident highlighted the problem of truck engines being ‘revved up’ at 04.00 in the morning waking the residents living in the vicinity. Surely this is not acceptable; what can be done about it?

Ed Vokes said the problem would need investigating; it could be an infringement of the companies planning application.

Clr. Gerrish said, concerning the problems caused by H.G.V.’s using London Road; where are we at the moment?

Ed Vokes gave an explanation of the investigations to date into the traffic problems blighting the London Road saying this is a most critical area and an urgent study has been launched.

Julieann Burkey asked what the time frame of the study will be; will it cover day and night monitoring.

Ed Vokes replied it will be 24 hour monitoring.

Gareth Davies said at this point we need to add three more concerns to the list;

1) The junction at Askews Farm Lane; there is no safe crossing provision for pedestrians especially   parents taking their children to the school in Parker road.

2) Again the dangers posed to pedestrians at the junction of Devonshire Road with the railings constantly being damaged.

3) The gulley ports from Askews Farm Lane to the Stoneness roundabout have grass and weeds growing out of them; they need cleaning before bad weather sets in.

Ed Vokes said all the points raised this evening will be looked into and answers will be available ready for the next meeting.

There being no further questions Gareth Davies thanked Ed Vokes on behalf of the meeting for his presentation.         
9. 
Grant Applications.

Gareth Davies informed those present of a grant application received by the Forum from the 

St. Clements Mother and Toddler Group. 
Two representatives from the Mother and Toddler Group explained the problems the group were experiencing through the lack of toys and the situation which lead up to the predicament. After a short discussion between the representatives from the Mother and Toddler group and the meeting the application was put to the vote. 

Gareth Davies asked if those present would vote on the funding application of £500.00 for the 

St. Clements Mother and Toddler Group to purchase new toys for the group.

Voting proceeded as follows: - 






Majority in favour of the motion.






No votes against the motion.






1 abstention from voting.

The application was agreed by an overall majority.

Gareth Davies thanked everyone for their input and moved onto the next item on the agenda.

10. 
Any Other Business.
Gareth Davies asked the residents who or what would you like to see or discuss at the next meeting; for example we could invite Essex fire and Rescue Service to advise on home fire safety and smoke detectors; Essex Police to discuss crime figures.

Sergeant Lawrence said the figures for car crime in West Thurrock were high; one of the reasons for this is that the figures for Lakeside are included in the overall total for this area.

Gareth Davies firstly thanked the speakers for attending the meeting, then the Ward Councillors and finally the residents saying “bring a friend to the next meeting” and help increase the awareness of the Forum and what it can do to enhance the area.

There being nothing further to discuss Gareth Davies closed the meeting at 9.00 p.m.

The next meeting will held on Thursday 4th September 2008 at St. Clements Church Hall starting at 7.30p.m 

Number of persons attending the meeting – 39
